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Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving,

I am writing in strong support that the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary be acknowledged as one of the most significant arid zone mountain landscapes in the world. The sheer beauty and ruggedness of this landscape is portrayed by its important geological features surrounded by this amazing, untouched setting, which the Sprigg family have taken care of for many years.  To see this landscape be ravaged and striped in only a few years after it has taken billions of years to create is completely heart breaking and the thought of doing so should be a crime in itself. 

I have had the privilege to visit Arkaroola last year for a national Honours geoscience fieldcourse sponsored within the Mineral Council of Australia's Minerals Tertiary Education Council (MTEC) program. This course entitled Mineral Exploration Under Cover provided important skills and knowledge relating to innovative methods for mineral exploration. During my time there for this course I clearly would mark the area as ‘heaven on earth’ due to its amazing setting. 

I have recently finished honours in Environmental Geoscience (Geology & Geophysics) at the University of Adelaide using similar mineral exploration techniques, which I am now starting my PhD to further these new innovative techniques. I will explain my honours and PhD projects at the Arkaroola Wildlife Sanctuary, which will host the first national Australian Regolith Geology Association (ARGA) conference in February 2010 (http.regolith.org.au). The Arkaroola Wildlife Sanctuary is a perfect location to really see up close the important geological substrates along with the breath-taking scenery. It astonishes me that people can even think of destroying this amazing landscape, hidden within South Australia. The Arkaroola Wildlife Sanctuary should be preserved in its natural beauty so that the rest of the world can appreciate this ‘heaven on earth.’

Yours sincerely,

Byron John Dietman
