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Feedback on “Seeking a Balance”- conservation and resources use in the Northern Flinders Ranges

Dear Mr Irving, dear Dr Tyne

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft policy document “Seeking a Balance”- Conservation and Resources use in the Northern Flinders Ranges.

I am a resident of the Northern Flinders Ranges for the past ten years. Over the last 25 years I have been actively involved in the building & mining industry, tourism, conservation and natural resource management; both in South Australia and Overseas (Switzerland).

In all sectors I have extensive experience at grass root and mid management level.

For the last 10 years my wife and I have managed Warraweena Conservation Park in the Northern Flinders Ranges. 

I have scrutinized the draft policy document with an open mind and with all my local and professional knowledge. 

Due to time constraints I will only reflect on the biodiversity and tourism use of the area concerned in the draft policy document. There are however a great number of other issues that need to be investigated and reviewed; some are listed in dot point format below. 

Please also acknowledge that is not my intention to hurt anyone’s personal feeling who was involved in the preparation of the draft policy document. Furthermore I like to state that I am not at all against mining but feel that our unique Australian Icon Areas (Flinders Ranges, Tasmanian Wilderness, Great Barrier Reef, Daintree, etc) call for special protection who call for either a mining and exploration ban or very sophisticated non disturbing on ground (and below ground) procedures to avoid that profit orientated short term gain irreversibly devalues Australia’s (and probably the worlds) greatest intact landscapes. It goes without saying that the appropriate mining and exploration methods are probably too expensive and therefore mining and prospecting in such landscapes is not viable.

Overall quality of the draft policy document:

The quality of the draft is absolutely appalling and poor in any sense. Had an undergraduate handed in such a paper at University he or she would not have graduated, this is for sure. Deeply disturbing is that the draft was put together by professional public servants funded by the taxpayer; this in itself is a scandal and calls for an investigation.

Biodiversity as outlined in the draft policy document:

As a local I do know that the biodiversity maps used in the draft are not only insufficient but totally wrong. This opens two questions that have to be answered:

· Does DEH actually know about the biodiversity, ecological integrity and uniqueness that are represented in the whole of Northern Flinders Ranges? According to the map produced in the draft policy the answer is a clear NO. In this case DEH would not be competent to advice on any biodiversity issues in this area on a standalone base and should urgently get professional and local advice to avoid potential disasters.

· Did DEH alter and/ or manipulate the biodiversity map in support of the mineral and mining interest lobby? If there was any foul play a full investigation has to follow to find out who is responsible for this corruption.  Deliberate and willful miss presentation and/ or dismissal of known and potential expected information relating to the biodiversity of the Northern Flinders should lead to a thorough public and transparent investigation. 

Tourism in the Northern Flinders as described in the draft policy document:

The document is a grave understatement of current and potential tourism in the Northern Flinders.

Only Arkaroola and Vulkathunha –Gammon Ranges National Park are recognized as the tourism attractions of the region. Obviously it was not known (or ignored) that all local towns and most pastoral properties are intensively engaged in nature based tourism, for some locals is the majority of their yearly income. Following Northern Flinders properties are actively engaged in tourism and various forms of outdoor activities: Arkaroola, Mt Freeling, Nepabana (Nantiwarrina), Igawarta, Yankaninna, Angepena, Pinda Reserve, Narrina, Warraweena Conservation Park, Depot Springs,  Leigh Creek Station, Maynards Well, Puttapa, Beltana, Morrillha, Moolooloo South, Nilpena, Mulga View, Aroona Dam Sanctuary. This is more than half of the pastoral properties in the area. Potentially Mt Serle and Witchelina will diversify in nature based tourism as well. 

Are the authors of the draft policy document aware of the nomination (federal imitative) of the Flinders Ranges as one of Australia’s 15 unique Landscapes? 

As you can see I have only touched on one of the maps and the tiny paragraph about tourism in the draft policy report and the draft policy report is completely useless. Below are just a few more issues that compromise the draft.

· The suspiciously short initial comment period

· Absolute zero consultation with local residents, communities, operators, etc. prior the report was written 

·  No recognition of the defacto established Nature Link corridors between Warraweena, Pinda, Nantiwarrina, Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park and Arkaroola. All those properties are linked and are therefore the most diverse, intact and significant ongoing Conservation area in SA. Bounceback is greatly involved in this area and is achieving measurable long-term goals.

· Apart from Wilpena Pound the area between Blinman and Arkaroola is the most divers, pristine, picturesque and intact area in the Flinders Ranges. This is reflected through the recent nomination of the Flinders Ranges as one of Australia’s fifteen “National Landscapes” (Tourism Australia).

· The Flinders Ranges have been subject to potential World Heritage nomination in the past. The Flinders Ranges still have World Heritage potential and again it is the Northern Flinders Ranges that have most of the assets that would qualify for such a nomination. 

· Biased and small-minded zoning driven mostly by arguments in the media that focus on Arkaroola in the Northern corner of the area only (It’s the squeaky wheel that gets the oil!). I can assure you that the southern parts of the Northern Flinders are nothing short of Arkaroola’s and the Vulkathunha- Gamon Ranges National Park in landscape values, biodiversity and ecological integrity. Most of the higher ranges throughout the area call for a “purple” zoning like proposed for the Mason Plateau.

· Elements of the draft policy are very likely not in tune with key elements of Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy (2010 -2010) and our current SA Arid Lands Biodiversity Strategy. This however needs to be further investigated.

· No consideration of specific protection of our unique geological assets such as 
Ediacran fossil sites and limestone features throughout the Northern Flinders.

· No consideration for Adnyamathanha heritage and dreaming sites.

· No consideration of historic key areas with or without current State Heritage protection.

Where do we go from here?

The Northern Flinders Area is in desperate need of a meaningful zoning that does the area and its long-term future justice. I hope that this and many other submissions will lead to a proper, thorough and honest consultation in the future to find an accountable, just and sustainable “Balance” for the most picturesque and biodiverse region of SA.

I would like to suggest to you to initiate a working group with locals and independent experts involved to achieve a policy that is fair and reflective of the regions true assets and values. The current draft policy is absolutely poorly researched, fundamentally flawed and not worth the paper it is printed on, it is proof that PIRSA and DEH are not capable to draft the policy.

I am more than happy to expand on any relevant topic and offer my support to create a better policy.

I also reserve the right to make the content of this letter available to the public, media, local, state and federal politicians, government agencies, and any other person or body that I deem to have an interest in the matter.

Yours sincerely

Stony Steiner

Copies to:

Mr Allan Holmes, Chief Executive Department of Environment and Heritage

Mr Geoff Knight, Chief Executive of PIRSA

Mr Mark Parnell MLC

Mr John Gavin, General Manger SAAL Board

