

From: Jodie [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 15 January 2010 11:11 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: 'Arkaroola Admin'
Subject: I wish to add the following submissions to my previous emails sent regarding saving Arkaroola
Importance: High
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary 



Dear Mr. Jason Irving and Dr Ted Tyne,
I wish to add the following to my previous emails regarding ‘Seeking a Balance’ The Northern Finders Ranges.

I have been reading Marathons best solution for mining at Mt.Gee and that is Underground mining. The CSIRO have studied all options of mining for Uranium and have stated to the EPA of the features and impact underground mining will have! 

Like, Tailings storage facility remains as a permanent legacy. 

What worries me is that when you look at say Olympic Dam, Ranger or even Beverley or in fact any mine site then transposes that picture over Mt Gee! you will see what an impact underground mining or in fact any sort of mining will have, it will not be humanly possible to bring the area back to its Natural pre mining state (minus the Uranium)

· Site Remediation: Uranium mines remain dangerous after closure. One enduring problem globally is the clean up and maintenance of sites. Communities are often left to foot the bill. 
· The risks to this very unique area is far to risky for our sake and our children’s sake! 

· Mining and processing of the ore requires large amounts of energy and water. 

· I believe the GABCC have some concerns about fluctuations in pressure from the Great Artesian Basin. Roxby Downs uses 40 million litres per day! I believe humans are taking too much from Nature and returning not enough 

· The Olympic Dam project is the single biggest user of water in South Australia. It is also the single biggest user of electricity in South Australia. Consequently it is the single biggest emitter of greenhouse gases in South Australia. Will we have another large producer of greenhouse gases? 
· It is not worth it, let tourism bring money into the state, it’s safer and will give far more people a chance to make a living in the long term.
  

Milling and Tailings: 

Turning mining sites into radioactive waste dumps

This process uses enormous amounts of water which is contaminated with acid, unwanted minerals and leftover uranium, and contains long lived decay products which continue to pose a risk to health and environment. It is left on site in tailings dams, in an attempt to minimize dust and because there is no safe means of disposal. The sludge that tailing water covers is 85% as radioactive as the uranium extracted and it continues to release radon. Tailings dams all over the world have had leakage problems and there are many documented instances of increased exposure to radiation in people living downstream from these tailings dams through consuming contaminated water, fish and crops. In 2004 Olympic Dam uranium mine reported a leak from their tailings dams system that had gone unnoticed for several years. Local wildlife have been also been killed by drinking the tailings water, particularly water birds. 

Is the following true? And what will happen at Mt. Gee if a mining lease is regrettably given?

	The radioactive wastes at Roxby will eventually cover an area of some 600 hectares to a height of 30 metres. At current and proposed rates of production, this will happen within 50 years. Olympic Dam is the biggest uranium deposit in the world and hence will have the largest radioactive tailings deposit in the world. 




My questions are.

        Why is the mapping information given for the zone boundaries so unclear? And why make it available in a format that most members of the public cannot open?

      So how can you have fair public submissions?  

        How can a natural wonder that is listed in the Register of the National Estate as 
‘Spectacular mass of quartz crystal and vughular, lining the cavities of crush breccias. The controversy and research concerning the age and nature of these breccias and the underlying tillitic beds is of significance to crustal science and geological history, these beds having been assigned to the ancient basement complex (>1400 million years bp) of the Adelaide geosyncline. The quartz is of unusual to rare form, composition, variety and beauty. Fluorescent quartz is common and often associated with uranium minerals, some also rare!’ And be considered for mining with a footprint of around 100 to 200 acres?

· Nothing has been published about the protection for endangered and threatened species!

· Have any maintenance issues after closure been considered! Who will maintain also who will monitor the area? 

I ask these questions, as I believe if the approval to re zone the Northern Flinders Ranges is approved, we can all forget about that region forever. I urge you to consider the impact then 

Yours sincerely 

Jodie Schmid

