

From: Joan Holds [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Monday, 7 December 2009 6:21 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola
Dear Sir,

 Re: Marathon Resources

While we appreciate the the necessity of the mining industry to explore and develop new resources, we are apprehensive about the effect of any mine on the fragile ecology of Arkaroola. We believe, because of the very low and sporadic rainfall, any damage done to the environment will take years to recover if at all.

We paid our first visit, and what would become an annual event, to the area in 1988 and instantly became enthralled with the breathtakingly beautiful though harsh environment. Our children spent many hours in the Ningana Information Centre with constant questions for the staff about the many aspects of the surrounding country. Rocks, leaves, seed pods, feathers etc that appeared from the seemingly bottomless pockets of inquisitive children were identified with great patience and the same can still be found in odd corners of our home. The seismograph was also a constant source of fascination. Hiking the creeks and waterholes was a daily excursion, as was the routine of sitting quietly by a waterhole to count the Yellow-footed Rock wallabies when they came down to drink at dusk. The evenings were no less enthralling, from  the simple pleasure of sitting around a camp fire, to listening to talks by geologists, Dr Reg Sprigg and Prof Ian Plimer, or listening to Doug Sprigg describing the night sky.

We will be forever in the debt of the Sprigg family and their enthusiastic staff who make it possible for us to make many visits to this isolated area of South Australia and help develop in our children a boundless passion for our country. We only hope that they can have the opportunity to do the same for their children as Arkaroola has so much more to offer than the financial wealth that will be engendered by the mining of minerals.

Words fail me when I come to describe Arkaroola. When a young school friend of our daughter, who accompanied us on one of our trips, put away her camera and said, ‘Photos won’t do it justice, my dad will have to come and see it for himself,’ it encapsulates the very nature of the area - it has to be seen to be believed. It has a beauty and spirituality that is difficult to surpass. 

Yours sincerely,

Joan Holds 
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