 



From: Ashleigh Hood [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Saturday, 23 January 2010 7:53 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: "Seeking a Balance"
Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving
 

I am writing to you to urge you to reconsider the Proposed Management Zones for the northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a Balance.
 

I am currently working as a geologist in the mining industry, and can see the benefit of mining to the state of South Australia. However, all mining operations should come under strict government guidelines so that their economic benefit does not come to the detriment of the local population and local environment. Therefore amendments to the current Management Zoning should be withdrawn.
 

Last year, I completed five weeks of fieldwork for my Honours project near Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. I also enjoyed bushwalking, camping and driving the Ridgetop Track in this stunning area of the Flinders Ranges. It saddens me to hear that under the proposed zoning this beautiful and highly-popular track would become Access Zone 3: Standard exploration and mining access. 
 

Furthermore, certain Geological Monuments and other areas of geological importance, which have been a highlight of fieldtrips from universities all over Australia and overseas, could also be destroyed under the proposed legislation. In particular, the newly-discovered Precambrian reef complex in and around the Gammon Ranges National Park is of extreme importance, as it hosts the oldest animal life ever found. In addition to this, the nearby rock formations host a range of geological features, including the only Geological Period Marker in the southern hemisphere and fossils which are internationally significant. These areas should be protected.
 

Moreover, it is evident that this environmentally fragile region, which is currently suffering under more than a decade of drought, would be irreparably damaged by current mining and exploration techniques. Many species, such as the yellow-footed rock wallaby are under threat of extinction already, and their loss would be globally ecologically significant. Additionally the area has very scarce water reserves, and the use of this water for mining purposes could be detrimental to the local population. In the medium-term, it is likely that mining practices will use up all available drinking water, forcing the closure of this popular tourist destination. Indeed, when I was last in Arkaroola it was horrible to see the death of so many ancient river red gums in the river beds, due to groundwater pumping by the company Marathon.
 

It is also evident that companies such as Marathon care little for the environment in which they explore for mining, highlighted by their thoughtless disposal of U-rich rock chips in river beds north of Arkaroola. If this bad-practice is already occurring under the current legislation, it seems that amendments should focus of strengthening the environmental guidelines rather than re-zoning the area for exploitation. 
 

Seeking a Balance states that “The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage by mining operations and exploring for new resources.”
 

The Development Act states “Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden”.
 

I believe it would be better to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental Zoning and standards rather than proposing new and potentially detrimental legislation. Reg Sprigg, the original owner of the Arkaroola Sanctuary, was an advocate for mining and tourism to operate hand in hand in this area. However, the new zoning proposals work to destroy the “balance” he put into practice.
 

Please withdraw the Management Zoning proposals of Seeking a Balance.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

 

Ashleigh Hood
