 



From: John Campbell [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Monday, 25 January 2010 10:00 AM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Seeking a Balance - Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges
"Australian Government policy is to only allow uranium exploration and mining subject to strict environmental, safety and other regulatory requirements in line with world best practice. I will not approve any mine proposal that may ultimately be made at Mt Gee unless I am satisfied that the environmental values of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary will be protected and that the proposal represents world best practice."
Senator the Hon Peter Garret AM MP, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, 23 December 2009.


It is comforting to know that the Australian government has the ability to over-ride a decision made by a state government with an insufficiently objective view of a development issue.  It is of concern though that the hackneyed phrase "world best practice" is used twice here.  The phrase is often the subject of scorn, as it is essentially meaningless.  To assess the environmental values of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, one needs to confront real issues and avoid vague and indeterminate language.

The "Seeking a Balance - Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges" report displays the same flaw.  In reference to mining exploration, it is suggested that "minimal disturbance to flora and fauna" and "temporary ground disturbing activities" are achievable.  How is a mining proposal that requires 5 million litres of water per day over thirteen years compatible with this?  That real issue in itself guarantees that there will be disturbance, possibly so severe as to endanger the environment.

There is no data in the report to prove that short term economic returns from mining will be greater than the returns over the long term that will accrue from tourism.  Any disruption to the environment caused by mining will have a negative effect on tourist numbers.

Perhaps the report should have been titled "Seeking a Balance - World best practice conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges".  That way, it's true message would be more apparent!

Yours sincerely,
John Campbell
(personal contact details deleted)
(personal contact details deleted)
