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IMPORTANT NOTICE

REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL GROWERS AND 

PACKERS OF PRODUCE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Agricultural and wine industries in South Australia contribute in excess of A$5 billion production value and more than double this in value-adding to the economy of the state.  PIRSA, through its Agriculture, Food and Wine Division, advises and develops programs and legislation to support industry development in South Australia.

PIRSA's Plant Health Program reduces the risk of emergency plant pests, including fruit fly, affecting fruit and vegetable industries.   The Program is delivered through a combination of industry co-regulation and co-operation, early detection and emergency response, enforcement and the provision of technical advice.  
The Fruit and Plant Protection Act 1992 will be replaced by the Plant Health Act 2009 in July 2009. If you are involved in growing and/or packing or selling of fruit, vegetables or plant material in South Australia, the change will impact on your business. 

The new legislation places a legal obligation on growers, packers and sellers to label all produce in accordance with the new requirements of the new Plant Health Act 2009. 

· This requires all produce to be labelled in legible English with the grower’s details of name, address, state and type of produce, in writing not less then 5mm. Each box, bag, bin and any other object containing produce must be labelled accordingly:

Division 1—Packaging & labelling of fruits, vegetables & nuts

12— Packaging & labelling of fruits, vegetables & nuts

(1) A person must not pack for sale or sell any fruit, vegetables or nuts in packaging unless the packaging-

(a) is in good repair; and

(b) is clean and free of extraneous visible matter; and

(c) is free of any objectionable odour; and

(d) is labelled in accordance with the regulations.

Maximum penalty: $5 000.

Expiation fee: $315.

(2) A person must not pack for sale or sell any fruit, vegetables or nuts in used packaging except in accordance with the regulations (which may prohibit the use of certain used packaging absolutely or subject to conditions).

Maximum penalty: $5 000.

Expiation fee: $315.

For more information on this matter; please do not hesitate to call Plant Health Operations on:

1300 666 010 (local call charges)

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the legislation or require further details, please contact PIRSA Plant Health Operations on 1300 666 010.

Yours sincerely
[image: image1.jpg]SRS aEE R




Bruce Baker

MANAGER, COMPLIANCE AND SURVEILLANCE
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