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Comments on “Seeking a Balance” in the Arkaroola Wilderness Area

All of the Arkaroola wilderness area must be zoned Access Zone 1. There must be no mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Area and the region must be given urgent protection similar to the adjacent Vulcathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park. This is an area of international scientific value and the South Australian state government will undoubted be the subject of international ridicule if mining is permitted anywhere within this zone. 
With only a passing reference to the Native Title holders, the focus of the paper “Seeking a Balance” is entirely on the natural heritage values and the economic values of the region. The paper fails to take into account the cultural values of all of the Arkaroola Wilderness area and, as a consequence, fails to seek a balance from the outset. This is a most significant cultural landscape and the study which resulted in this report can never be taken seriously without extensive consultation with the Adnyamathanha people and the inclusion of comprehensive anthropological and archaeological surveys. Damage to an Aboriginal site is an offence under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (SA) 1988 and any ground disturbing activities must be approved first by an Aboriginal Heritage Survey – this act is relevant to much of the area under discussion. 
In addition, the mapping provided in this paper was inadequate and none of the areas relevant to the major stakeholders were identified. These areas are the area of Native Title held by the Adyamathanha people, the area of Exploration Licence (EL) 4355 held by Marathon Resources and the Arkaroola Sanctuary area.

With the above exceptions, I strongly support the excellent submission prepared by A. Milln – a copy of which has already been submitted. 

Yours sincerely,

Pamela A. Smith, PhD AACAI

Cultural Heritage Consultant

