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To: Mr Jason Irving
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From: Sam Powrie,

(personal contact details deleted)

27th January, 2009.

Dear Sir,

I'd like to offer you a few comments regarding the draft document, "Seeking a Balance Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges". I have not had an opportunity to read either the document nor the accompanying prospectivity and GIS survey report in great detail. 
I do however note that the Mawson Plateau is described in terms of the highest priority and essentially 'inviolate', something which I would strongly support be maintained in the final report. This is an area of wilderness that is now quite rare in South Australia and which we should take every step to preserve. It is also something of a 'benchmark' area that I will refer to again below.
With specific regard to the Mawson Plateau, I am concerned that the hinterland or drainage basins on which the plateau's creeks depend for their water may be in areas of lower priority. I would recommend that care be taken to ensure that this does not occur. The fauna and flora on the plateau - all essentially indigenous apart from a few goats - are almost entirely dependent on the maintenance of these standing and seasonal water supplies in the creeks and water holes. Any oil, chemical or excessive particulate pollution could spell disaster and must be prevented at all costs. Every effort must be made to ensure preservation of the entire drainage basis feeding into the plateau.
I have actually done quite a bit of bushwalking across the far Northern Flinders at one time or another over the last 30 years. I have also worked across the entire area in mineral exploration as well as in the Willouran Ranges further to the North West. Having 'driven' several tracks and constructed quite a few drilling platforms using a bulldozer, I am acutely aware of the damage that both tracked and heavy wheeled vehicles will inevitably bring to fragile gibber or duracrust landscapes. In the Willourans I have seen a double-bogie 12-wheeled drilling rig create a deeply rutted track up the side of a hill that will probably last for hundreds of years. North of Arkaroola I have seen bull-dozed and entirely unremediated prospecting tracks and drilling pads on the side of Mt Painter that will probably be there for thousands of years!
I am therefore very concerned that large areas of the study area appear to be classified as 'low priority' for preservation. I have walked and driven (and even ridden a bike) across quite a lot of this area - up the Hamilton Creek Valley, across the Mt Lyndhurst ranges and into the Mt Painter prospect zone. These areas are no less worthy of value than the 'benchmark' Mawson Plateau. Just because some have been impacted by past mining or pastoral activity does not mean we should not value them just as highly as the 'wilderness' zones such as the Mawson Plateau. Indeed we should very probably seek to ensure their preservation even more! I find it extraordinary (for instance) that the ranges West of the Hamilton Creek are zoned 'low-priority' or 'low value'. I have walked transects across these in 1979 from Mt Lyndhurst to the Hamilton. I doubt few if any have been in there since as it is extremely isolated and rugged territory. This area has some of the most beautiful and well preserved biota in the entire Flinders Ranges. I would strongly encourage a reappraisal of the 'values' accorded to these and similar areas. In particular, I would request that values be established through far more detailed biological studies in particular than appear to have been conducted to date. These would of course take time as this area has been sparsely studied to date. I would therefore request that there be a moratorium on any mining activity and high-impact mineral exploration across the entire North Flinders area until such detailed studies have occurred. I would also request that the SA Government fund a comprehensive programme of appropriate studies as a matter of priority.

Thankyou for the opportunity to make these brief comments. I would appreciate a hard copy of the final report when it is released.

Thankyou,

Sam Powrie, BA, BAppSci,

(personal contact details deleted)

