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Submission:                        Comments on Seeking a Balance - Northern Flinders Ranges
Dear Dr. Tyne and Mr. Irving,

Having lived and worked in the Flinders Ranges all my life, I was disappointed to read the proposed changes to the zoning of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in the Seeking a Balance document recently released for public comment.
As a descendant of the Adnyamathanha people of the Northern Flinders Ranges I believe that allowing mining to commence will destroy significant sites of our people and destroy our Cultural Heritage, let alone the beautiful flora and fauna of this spectacular region. 

I am appalled that only a handful of this beautiful region is situated in the Access Zone 1 area, and that Arkaroola Village is also under threat being classed as Access Zone 3.   What affect will this have on our Tourism Industry?

Tens of thousands of tourists each year flock to this area to witness first hand the ruggedness and beauty of the Northern Flinders Ranges, which lets face it, is second to none.  Areas which are proposed for mining hold some of the most spectacular and gorgeous scenery in this country.  It would be a travesty if these areas were no longer accessible.
 
Arkaroola is one of the last resort type accommodations which have kept things to a minimum, nothing too fancy here.   Visitors to this region thoroughly enjoy the peacefulness that this magnificent location offers.  I believe that the introduction of mining will destroy the solidarity this place holds and will have huge impact on the amount of visitors that travel to the extraordinary place every year.
The Northern Flinders Ranges which include Arkaroola is precious to all who have lived, worked, visited and have admired this untamed land, it is a diamond in the rough.  I strongly state that the Government protect the Northern Flinders Ranges and Arkaroola from all Mining and declare all this wonderful area an Access Zone 1.
Yours Sincerely,

Tanya McKenzie
(personal contact details deleted)
27/01/2010 

 

 

