

From: Virginia Holt [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Thursday, 21 January 2010 8:30 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Cc: Tyne, Ted (PIRSA); admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: Re: Zoning proposal for Arkaroola Wilderness sanctuary
Dear Mr Tyne and Mr Irving

I am writing to you to ask you to reconsider the proposed manangement zones for the northeastern region of the Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a Balance.

I am pro-mining and understand the economic needs for this state and Australia, however the environment and cultural heritage must be also considered.

I have a Science degree (honours), majoring in botany and entomology and studied weed impact for honours. Thus I have a strong understanding of the impact of human activities on our precious environment. It is my belief that this is a fragile area, already under pressure from drought, invasive species and present human activities. Many plant and animal species are already under threat and any additional activites, combined with 'climate change', may result in the loss of some species from this area. For any endemic species, this could result in extinction. Given the high extinction rates, both in Australia and globally, the loss of any more species should, in my opinion, be avoided at all costs.

I have visited the Arkaroola Wilderness sanctuary and strongly believe that this area should be protected from any additional human activities. Indeed, perhaps current Environmental standards should be strengthened. Thus I would ask that you consider withdrawing the Management Zoning proposals  asoutlined in Seeking a Balance.
Yours sincerely,

Virginia Holt       BSc (Hons) Dip. Ed
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