 



From: Carolyn Donaghey [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 11:13 AM
To: ramsay@parliament.sa.gov.au; ptadelaide@parliament.sa.gov.au; ministerholloway@saugov.sa.au; minedcs@saugov.sa.au; ministerweatherill@saugov.sa.gov.au; parnell@parliament.sa.gov.au; Peter.Garrett.MP@aph.gov.au; Martin.Ferguson.MP@aph.gov.au; senator.bob.brown@aph.gov.au; senator.xenophon@aph.gov.au; Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: 'mailto:admin@arkaroola.com.au'
Subject: Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary Submission
Dear Ministers and Government Representatives

I write to express my extreme concern with the proposed uranium mining within the bounds of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. Should mining proceed, the real and perceived environmental impact will ultimately result in an irreversible negative visitation trend, not just for Arkaroola, but the entire Flinders Ranges. Having just experienced a wonderful family holiday as a local  South Australian, we were completely in awe of the natural and unspoilt beauty of the Flinder Ranges. We would be devastated to see this precious environment destroyed in the name of capitalism and the ongoing human dependency on finite resources.  Mining would also affect the many tourism operators who would be unlikely to remain viable. The historic examples of mining in the Flinders Ranges in Blinman are actually a poignant and sad reflection on the ravage caused to the environment by human beings – this is not a desirable heritage to leave our children or as a State and incumbent government to be proud of. 

Tourism, as I am sure you are aware, is a key economic driver within the Flinders Ranges and many pastoralists would have been unable to survive the drought had they not diversified into tourism. They are a shining example of people using the landscape in sensitive and innovative ways and I would rather see this industry supported that is more sustainable and long term. The impact of further economic hardship on this sector has the potential to be nothing less than devastating. Additionally, environmental sustainability and “eco-touring” have become extremely important factors in the choice of destination for long haul travel, particularly to the European market.  We had the pleasure of meeting many people who were completely awestruck by the untouched beauty of our environment.  With the Flinders Ranges becoming one of Australia’s first National Landscapes, our place amongst Australia’s future most desired Landscape destinations was assured.  Australia’s National Landscapes are particularly appealing to the international, high yield, market given the program’s high conservation values. 

The impact to tourism of uranium mining within a wilderness conservation area is potentially catastrophic. Of those who do still choose to come the devaluing of the landscape will quickly result in negative experiences, impacting on not only the Flinders Ranges, but on South Australia. Additionally, should mining be approved within the bounds of a Landscape this will not only place our right to be a landscape in question, but undermine any marketing leverage that this fantastic South Australian destination has on the world stage. This will have a negative impact on our reputation overseas as a destination. I implore you to consider the long term environment and societal ramifications of mining approval within the bounds of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, a valuable tourism asset, and to reconsider adoption of the management zones, as outlined in the Seeking a Balance document.

Let’s not leave the salvation of Arkaroola to only individuals voices, we are depending on our government to act with foresight and very long term vision.

I’m not sure that we can be satisfied that there is no inherent risk in allowing mining in this environment.

Yours sincerely,

Carolyn Donaghey

(personal contact details deleted)
