 



From: John Cameron [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Wednesday, 16 December 2009 6:26 PM
To: Tyne, Ted (PIRSA); Irving, Jason (DEH)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: Seeking a Balance: Conservation and Resource Use in the Northern Flinders Ranges - Recommendations
Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving   

We believe the basic assumption of "Seeking a Balance" is flawed at the outset. The notion of protecting a landscape along with its rare and endangered species is totally incompatible with any form of mining. They are mutually exclusive! 

We are writing to you to strongly urge you to reconsider the Proposed Management  Zones for  the north-eastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated  in the document "Seeking a Balance." The document professes to be about "Protecting the values of the Northern Flinders Ranges." (p3) We believe that the proposed management policies and zones will in fact provide less protection than currently afforded this most "recognisable and loved landscape." Real protection has been generously provided by the Sprigg family since 1968. They have been and continue to be outstanding guardians of this unique landscape. For example, in the late 1980's there was a stark contrast between the management of the feral goat population in the northern Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park compared with the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. Goats were rarely sighted in the Arkaroola area while we commonly observed groups of up to 300 goats in the north of the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park inflicting massive damage on the native vegetation. Thankfully this is no longer the case.

For over 30 years we, together with family and friends, have walked the meandering creek lines dotted with magnificent red gums, climbed the imposing peaks and rested by the tranquil water holes of both Arkaroola and the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park. It is inconceivable that this landscape can be conserved and its flora and fauna protected if any form of mineral exploration and mining is allowed. The most immediate threat comes from Marathon Resources with its proposed mining of uranium at Mount Gee, which is right in the geographical heart of the iconic Arkaroola landscape. There can be no justification for putting the integrity of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary at risk for a uranium deposit which is miniscule  - a mere 0.00037 per cent - compared with the Olympic Dam reserves. (Olympic Dam - 8,339 million tonnes, Mount Gee - 31,400 tonnes of U3O8) 

Furthermore, it doesn't make sense to consider mineral reserves in Arkaroola without reference to their availability elsewhere in the State. There are numerous other sites with reserves of uranium outside wilderness sanctuaries and National Parks. There is only one Arkaroola!!! We believe the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary should remain intact for the enjoyment of future generations. Set this against the short term gains for a small group of share holders from a mine with a 9 year life-span!

The  Proposed Management  Zones are unworkable and fail to achieve any effective balance for the following reasons.

1       We believe that the measurement of Landscape Quality using a collection of still photographs is totally inadequate. The only way to fully appreciate any landscape is to walk it, breathe it and feel it first hand. The views and vistas change with every step. The mountain peaks of Arkaroola viewed from Mount Warren Hastings for instance are awesome. The convoluted peaks of the Arm Chair, Mount Painter and Mount Gee  silhouetted on the sky line make for a tantalising vista. None of them should be destroyed by mining. Why is Split Rock accorded Access Zone 1 protection ahead of these other peaks?
2       There is a failure to acknowledge some places of high tourism value. e.g. Sillers Lookout is the final breathtaking ascent of the Ridge Top Tour. Why is this not included in Access Zone 1? In fact the Sprigg family's infrastructure development and pioneering eco-tourism business developed over four decades, doesn't rate a mention in the entire document. We believe the environment and tourism come a poor second to mining interests in this Framework.
3       It is very easy to designate the Freeling Heights and Mawson Plateau as Access Zone 1, because of the lack of mineral prospectivity. For those familiar with Arkaroola, the area between Arkaroola Village and Freeling Heights is the area most visited and valued by tourists, bush-walkers and those interested in landscape for spiritual renewal. This area is not adequately protected by the proposed Management Plan. This is the heart of Arkaroola, where the interests of the mining lobby and the general public converge. As stated before these interests are incompatible.
4       Large continuous tracts of landscape with a range of micro climates need to be preserved for the protection of endangered and threatened species. The Proposed Management Zones are a series of isolated islands with varying levels of protection and no interconnectedness.
5       The extensive areas of Arkaroola to be classified  as access Zone 3, providing minimal protection are also of concern since they cover large tracts of the core of the Arkaroola Sanctuary. This will provide less protection than they currently enjoy.
6        All in all the Proposed Management Plans paint a very complex picture with boundaries totally lacking in precision, at the scale provided, and fail to provide any certainty for miners, tourism or conservation.
     
We believe the current protection offered by the Development Act of 1993, where most of Arkaroola has Environmental Class A zoning, where ‘Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits  are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation  considerations may be overridden’ and that ‘exploitation of the deposits is in the National or  State interest’ and that ‘investigations have shown that alternative deposits are not available on  other land in the locality.’ is superior to the proposed new legislation. 

We recommend that:

1       the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary be afforded the same level of protection as the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park. All manner of mining activity should be banned. This is the only way to provide real certainty for all stake holders. 

Failing this outcome, We recommend that:

2       large continuous tracts of landscape with a range of micro climates be designated Access Zone 1 for the protection of endangered and threatened species rather than small isolated pockets.

3       Marg and Doug Sprigg are consulted about the infra-structure that they have developed and the key sites they have identified to cater for the needs and interests of international and local tourists, bush-walkers, geoscientists and ecologists.

4       the area between Arkaroola Village and Freeling Heights be designated Access Zone 1, as this is the area most visited and valued by tourists, bush-walkers,  those seeking spiritual renewal and people who wish  to experience this unique wilderness landscape.

5       as a last resort, you both (Jason Irving and Dr Ted Tyne) sit down with Marg and Doug Sprigg and see whether there is some scope for changing the boundaries of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and identify areas where mining activity could be carried out without impacting on the high value landscape and ecosystems in the heart of the Sanctuary. 

Yours sincerely,    

John and Kaye Cameron 
16/12/2009 
