 



From: Tanh Doan (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Friday, 11 December 2009 12:13 PM
To: Minister Holloway; Tyne, Ted (PIRSA); Irving, Jason (DEH)
Cc: DEH:Information
Subject: Seeking a Balance
Dear Mr Irving, Mr Tyne and Mr Holloway,

I have been following the media story on Arkaroola/Mt Gee Uranium deposit and recently read the “Seeking a Balance” document on PIRSA web site which is out for public review and comments. 

What I find hard to understand is why Marathon is keeping so quiet and why they don’t speak out. I believe Marathon have been hounded by a very bias full of emotional media and the latest Spriggs (anti mining), who incidentally, are misleading the public.

Drill chips are not radioactive waste and especially in an area that is covered naturally with very high radioactive materials (GA presentation, 2009). Tipping out these samples could create dust and could cause more harm than good to people’s health.

It is interesting to me that PIRSA setting up a reserve tourist spot in a middle of an Uranium ore body and well known natural occurrences of major uranium anomaly on the ground. 

Marathon has been continually persecuted for not following the rules but after this mistake Marathon carried out a cleanup that was done according to the requirements laid out by PIRSA but people seem to keep returning to this mistake using it to create more public interest for their own purposes and private agendas.

The Mt Painter area has a long exploration and mining history (including exploration by the Spriggs family). More than a thousand holes were drilled and hundreds of kilometres of exploration tracks were generated by exploration companies (including the Ridge Top Track which is a popular tourist attraction). Marathon have been exploring and drilling there for sometime but now the area turns into an environmentally and tourist sensitive area with many newly restricted zones suddenly appearing. Why is the area more sensitive now than in the past? 

I think it is quite unreasonable that the Mt Gee area was previously drilled with hundreds of drill holes and has only now become a no drilling zone (Access zone 2a). Similarly, the Split Rock area was previously drilled by Exoil and CRA and has now became a big no access zone (Access zone 1). There appears to be no clear criteria why one area is more important than the others. These zones seem to have been drawn around mineral prospective areas on purpose. Why so? To sabotage the exploration potential of the region? How will that benefit the people of South Australia?

In Western Australia the Department of Industry and Resource (DOIR) provide support for mining and exploration. I believe in this case PIRSA seems to fail to do so.

Marathon share holders should be taking legal action against the Goverment for the damage they have done in approving the exploration license but failing to allow them to carry out any meaningful work that would lend itself to providing jobs in South Australia, a future for mining and working towards the only real viable option for world power generation.

Uranium is the way forward for us all and with the resource we have here in South Australia we could be world class leaders in this industry. I don’t pretend to understand the public outrage but I think it is mostly ill-informed people who are afraid of change who oppose this step forward. Government, PIRSA and the mining industry are not doing enough to educate the public about the obvious benefits.

The level of uranium resources in South Australia has been compared to the Oil resources of the Middle East, it would be shame if the Government send out this message telling the public that they do not support the mining industry after claiming credit for the “mining boom” that offered plenty of jobs and good fortune for our state.

I look forward to see the progress.  

Cheers

Tanh Doan

Principle Exploration Geologist

Mincor Resources NL 

(personal contact details deleted)
