 



From: The Shinks Mob (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Sunday, 13 December 2009 9:57 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: mining in Arkaroola Sanctuary
Dear Dr Tyne & Mr Irving

I am writing to you to strongly urge you to reconsider the Proposed Management

Zones for the north-eastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document seeking a Balance.

I consider myself pro-mining and am All for economic benefit for the State of South Australia – BUT NOT AT ANY COST!

I enjoy bushwalking, camping and nature and I have visited the beautiful, stunning and quite magnificent 

Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary many times, brining with me my family and friends to share this unique place.

 I have also taken the exciting four wheel drive Ridge top Tour through this iconic area, much of which, under the proposed 

Zoning would become Access Zone 3: for Standard exploration and mining access.

It is my belief that this environmentally fragile region, which is currently suffering under more than a decade of drought, 

At least in the foreseeable future, would be irreparably damaged by current mining and exploration techniques. 

I am dismayed that after the reported illegal dumping of mining waste and theft of water that mining this area is even being considered. 

Many species are under considerable threat to their survival, and additional pressure could be catastrophic for them particularly given global warming.

To quote 'Seeking a Balance' itself ‐ 'much of the Northern Flinders Ranges lies within the Development

Plan’s Environmental Class A Zone. The prime objectives of the Environmental Class A Zone seek to

conserve the natural character and environment of the area and to protect the landscape from damage

by mining operations and exploring for new resources.'

I believe it would be better to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental

standards rather than bringing in a whole new raft of legislation.

The Development Act says ‘Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits

are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation

considerations may be overridden’ and that ‘exploitation of the deposits is in the National or

State interest’ and that ‘investigations have show that alternative deposits are not available on

other land in the locality..’

I believe it is pointless and dangerous to risk the introduction of new legislation
when the current simply needs tweaking. Present techniques are too risky and
likely to cause environmental, cultural, tourism and/or other damage and will be a
blight on the landscape for decades to come.
Please follow the advice of moderation and withdraw the Management Zoning
proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance.
 

To pressure this area further would be a sin. Arkaroola’s current state only exists after the private purchase by the Sprigg family, who replaced farming techniques with eco-tourism. Arkaroola holds many special memories for me, and lots of other south Australians, Australians and International visitors.

I know that mining this area will hinder the want of tourists to explore this area, and give the impression that caring for our environmental and cultural gems is a joke.

 
Yours sincerely,
Paul and Theresa Shinks  
