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(personal contact details deleted)
Mr. Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Department for the Environment and Heritage

Email: jason.irving@sa.gov.au
Mr. Ted Tyne

Director, Mineral Resources

Primary Industries and Resources SA

Email: ted.tyne@sa.gov.au
Dear Gentlemen,

Recently I have read the article by Mr. Denis Walter in the Advertiser dated December 26th 2009 and I agree that any mining in the Arkaroola area, will desecrate a beautiful area that I have visited several times over the years.


I am an 80 year old Great Grandfather with 5 children 10 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren, there is no way that I want to see this pristine area damaged for greed and profit, thus spoiling it for future generations, including my family.

Two years ago we visited Tasmania and included Queenstown; to me a place of utter destruction, those responsible should hang their heads in shame.


Are the responsible people who should be protecting the Arkaroola and other areas, going to allow the similar destruction of the Arkaroola area also?

I have travelled around this great country of ours 5 times and seen some terrible destruction of the environment, the claims by mining companies that they will act responsibly have not eventuated, they simply walk away when the minerals run out leaving behind utter destruction. 

Leigh Creek coal fields, Olympic Dam, Mary Kathleen just to name a few.


I have the book written by Kristin Wiedenbach ‘Rock Star’ from that it is obvious that Mr. Reg Sprig has made a tremendous contribution to the preservation of the Arkaroola area, the actions of the company Marathon Resources, who propose to resume their operations and explore or mine this area, have been far from satisfactory in the past, if the reports that I have read are correct.

Any claim that they will act responsibly should be totally disregarded for past actions prove that will not happen.
            I urge you as a person responsible to protect our Environment and Heritage, and the Director of Mineral Resources, Primary Industries and Resources, SA not to allow any exploration or mining in the Arkaroola or Flinders Ranges area.
Any recovery from such activities would take hundreds of years, we have been given a great asset in the Flinders Ranges, among the best in Australia we should do all we can to preserve it.


Other problems that will arise from mining in such an area is the huge amounts of water needed for mining, this presumably would come from the Great Artesian Basin, surely we have enough water problems in South Australia without adding to them with irresponsible mining.


I appreciate we need development, but it needs to be in an area that any destruction would be minimal; Arkaroola is not such an area.


I thank you for your time in reading this submission,


I remain 


Yours truly


Mervyn Henry Sargent.

