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Submission to “Seeking a Balance”

An objection to the proposal to allow mining in the Arakaroola Wilderness area.

Dear Sir

I am a resident of NSW who was preparing to visit the Arkaroola heritage area when during research I found out that there was a possibility that the SA government would allow mining in this beautiful region. I felt the governments actions seemed to be “Fast Tracked” with insufficient time for detailed submissions.  The information provided did contain some good photos but gave little detail.  The maps have good color with various map layers but no reference to the actual landscape and no base layer.  I am greatly dismayed by the prospect of mining but because I am not as familiar with the Arakaroola area as others I will confine my objections to more general aspects of the proposal.

Tourism 

One of the more unfortunate aspects of the mining boom is that Australia is rapidly becoming a resource dependent economy with all the drawbacks that entails  (the so called “Dutch Disease” where alternative industries decline due to dominance of resource based industries)   We must therefore preserve as much sustainable industries as possible, one of which is tourism.  Australia’s tourism industry is unlike most others.  We do not have many man made structures that attract O/S visitors, (some of our modern urban dwellings have been descried as McMansions and the inner city high rise as ‘50s era Stalinist with fringes). 

Visitors come to Australia to see what is unique, the open spaces, clear skies, and the natural items, plants, animals and rock formations that are found nowhere else. It should therefore be a matter of grave concern that we are entering an era of the highest animal and plant extinction ever experienced, very largely due to the impact of mans activities. .

There are some uninformed people who are inclined to be dismissive of bio extinctions yet many of the plants we lose could be useful to extend our knowledge of medicine and perhaps provide cures for some of the diseases that plague us.   

Quite by coincidence ABC1 had a documentary, called “the National Parks” which was aired on Friday 11th December, just at the time when I was preparing my submission.  This documentary traces the formation of early parks in the US and particularly the work of John Muir who has been described as the farther of National Parks.  At the time of the gazetting of the first National Park Yellowstone, a major Newspaper ran a headline condemning the process, warning that the area would be “Condemned to a wilderness” if the plan went ahead.  Well the plan did go ahead, it remained a wilderness and just on a commercial level has generated far more in tourism than it ever could have done if it were developed.  It will also continue in this role, earning money, employing people and, what is more important revealing the beauty of nature to new generations of humans made numb by modern civilization.    It is a revealing documentary and one that I suggest should be viewed by all the decision makers involved in the fate of Arkaroola.

Should mining be allowed to proceed in Arkaroola the damage would effectively destroy its capacity as a tourism attraction.  There can be no “balance” it is either a short time, non sustainable mine or a natural place of beauty for generations to come.   Mining would also contribute to the extinction of the unique plants and animals that live in the area. Major damage will be done even by roads and the loss of the small water holes that are essential for the survival of plants and small animals.  These are species that have the capacity to survive in a harsh climate and could well be the ones that will be necessary to re colonize parts of the continent as it continues to dry out. .  It is probably correct to say that there is nowhere else in the world that has such a conglomeration of bird life, about 160 species, in such a harsh climate.  Contamination of water by the inevitable processes of mining and the change of climate will make it difficult to restore any life and the disturbance will destroy for ever the 2 billion year old strata that make the region famous

The extension of Knowledge.

It is often not appreciated that preserving areas from development helps to extend human knowledge in a varity of ways.  It provides the “yardstick” that allows us to see the gradual, and sometimes not so gradual, changes that manking inflicts on the earth.  It is the resovior for plant and animal species that would certaily die out if their habitat were destroyed and many of these, such as the insect eating bats, are benifical, even vital for agricultural.  The Almond industry in California is now faced with the hugly expensive task of importing bees because the expansion of agricultural land destroyed the local bees natural habitat.   

John Muir was not just a “greenie” he was a scientist and a geologist and it was his observations that led to the acceptance of glacial action as the cause of the many unexplained features within the region of the Yosemite Valley . 

In addition to his geologic studies, Muir also investigated the plant life of the Yosemite area. As far back as 1874, he made field studies along the western flank of the Sierra on the distribution of giant Sequoi.  His findings were published in the American Association for the Advancement of Science because he was able to estimate the future prospects of the tree by extrapolating from the movement of the ecology isolated groves of that species.  The simularity to his life and that of Sir Douglass Mawson is striking. Both had a fasination with geology that grew to embrace other sciences, conservation and an undying love of the wilderness. Both had to fight to protect the areas they loved from those who saw only short term profits.  Both made significant discoveries and saw the importance of glaicial action at a time when this was considered unimportant.   Both have been honored by having tracks that pass through the areas they championed named after them. 

No one in the US would contemplate mining in the regions John Muir fought  to preserve, let us hope the same common sense will apply in South Australia. 

Yours faithfully,

Don Owers

