 



From: Adam Hills (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Friday, 11 December 2009 3:30 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Subject: Save Arkaroola
Dear Mr. Irving & Dr. Tyne,
 

I am writing this letter to you today to express my most sincere and deepest regret to hear about the proposal regarding mining in Arkaroola.
 

I first visited the Arkaroola tourist resort as a working holiday in 1998. A relative of mine worked there as a tour guide. I was fortunate enough to get a 'behind the scenes tour' while there, and I must say, it is something I will never forget.
 

We were able to travel vast distances both in 4x4 and on foot. Two of the most memorable moments were visiting the observatory and discovering a hidden waterhole. At the time of my visit it was during a very hot summer, (40 degrees celcius was a mild day) yet, the water hole was absolutely crystal clear and lovely and cool. We were also fortunate enough to discover some rock art. I have never mentioned this to anyone as it was far beyond the tourist trails and simply didn't want it to be destroyed or exploited. However, I feel that this must be the right time to mention our little discovery. To this day I do not know whether this rock art has ever been documented.
 

Now, I understand the huge profits that can be made by the Australian economy by mining the vast natural resourses that Australia has to offer. To this date, I have never opposed mining. I understand just how important mining is to Australia. However, is supplimenting the national economy worth destroying one of the most beautiful and un-touched parts of Australia? The geological and indigenous history of the area is outstanding.
 

I have worked at Roxby Downs and understand just how important the natural resourses are to our economy. However, I have no objection to the mining at Roxby, considering the natural geology of the site.
 

Furthermore, I feel that the Arkaroola area of the Flinders Ranges offers a huge potential as an educational playground. You have a multitude of not only flora and fauna, but some of the most spectacular mountain ranges to be seen. You also have millions of years of geology (I think that is the correct term) right there in front of you. It is very easy to explain to school children (for example) of exactly how mountain ranges are formed over millions of years because the evidence is right there.
 

I believe that any mining, even exploratory mining would be a disgrace to not only South Australia, but to all of Australia.
 

 

Sincere regards,
 

Adam Hills
Born and bred in country SA.
