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Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

This is a unique geological and biological area as was recognized by Sir Douglas Mawson and further observed by Dr.Reg Sprigg.  who acted to protect it by buying the whole area from the Greenwoods. Sheep and cattle were removed and goats treated as vermin. This has resulted in propagation of many plants that were on the verge of extinction, as well as Yellow footed rock wallaby. Previous attempts at mining were not successful as was shown by the failure of Yudnamutna, and the attempt at uranium mining in the 1940’s and 50’s.  Exploration by Mobil in the late 60’s stopped when rain washed out the tracks  (also happened in 1940’s), and those that remain are now the Ridge Top tour track,  This has a world wide reputation and requires regular maintenance and is quickly eroded with any rain. The established ‘village’ area is self contained but still has a delicate balance. 

     The whole region has vivid geological features and spectacular scenery, and its own magic. All visitors are struck by this. We’ve been going there almost annually for the past 40 years (since 1971) and still find places to see, either by the tracks or on foot.

   Uranium mining in this region would destroy the whole aspect of this place. The ancillary features (access roads, bores, machinery) would cause irreparable damage. This is so obvious from the previous drill sites around Mt.Gee from the 1960’s, where the tracks and drill sites are on full display. Old mine sites too are easily seen as pits and trenches.

   I suggest a referral to the New Scientist  for 28 November 2009 page 10, which quotes the price of uranium  as well as the monitoring of deposits through the Red Book (estimates global uranium ).   An article in The Australian on page 12 in December 4th  edition by Barry Brook and Martin Nicholson  analyses the use and potential of nuclear energy in this century associated with  modern development and research where fast reactors all the current supplies for thousands of years.  

     There are plenty of uranium deposits in THIS STATE  and more are being found so that a further mine at a remote and fragile area is an unreasonable and quite illogical decision, although I expect shareholders would not be happy about a permit refusal. The Dept. of Primary Industries and Resources S.A. publishes the current exploration and mining leases and there are dozens!
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