Mr. Jason Irving

Manager Policy & Planning

Department for environment and heritage

GPO Box 1047

Adelaide, SA, 5001

(personal contact details deleted)
CC: admin@arkaroola.com.au

Re: State Government proposal to Mining on Arkaroola

Dear Sir,

My wife & I are writing to provide comment on the Management policies and zoning that has been identified in the Initial Proposal document.

Policy is Bias and wasteful

Whilst we appreciated the time and effort by government and employed people to map and categorize areas of the Northern Flinders in producing the Framework Plan/Proposal Document. We feel the document fails to address important issues and is biased toward exploration.

We do feel strongly that the time and effort can be put to better use.

The proposal probably correctly maps and zones the Northern Flinders Ranges. It seems to me that mining Exploration is to be allowed to differing levels depending on the Zone. I believe any mining activity; even survey will compromise the protection of an area. The risk is always present. I do realize that you will ask the Mining Companies to provide risk plans, safety management plans, etc However these WILL be based on still be able to get in and achieve the projects goals, weather that be simple survey work or full blown mining. Therefore will only minimize risk to the protection of the property.

The risk to Arkaroola property will be great if left up to the Government or Companies that have an interest in getting materials from the area. This is by default and will exist due to the very nature of mining, it has to be invasive. Therefore as all good risk managements state, “remove the risk” In this case that means do NOT provide license for mineral exploration at any level.

If the area has to be zoned as part of the government strategy, we recommend that Arkaroola as a whole is Zoned “Access Zone 1”.

Current land management is suitable

The Spriggs (from a mining/exploration background) decided 40 years ago that the lease of Arkaroola was better to be protected than exploited for minerals. The return of Arkaroola to a near original natural state is one of the best achievements that we know in Australian history. Two generations of Spriggs, in doing the correct thing for the land surely stands out and makes them proper and trustworthy custodians of the land. Maybe forty years is long enough for the traditional owners to even marvel at the management of the property. 

Now is NOT a time for a government policy to control the protection of the property. People who are “doing their” jobs create these policies. Results are achieved and people move on to other projects. There is NO need to refine or redefine any exploration management plans for the area. There is NO need to employ people to do this work. Better to employ them to manage a project to find another overgrazed station and create a management strategy to return some sort of environmental balance to the area. Actually there is a really good example already at “Arkaroola”. Forgive the sarcasm. 

Arkaroola is a unique example of Australia flora, fauna, culture, scenic wonder and opportunity to teach that was brought back from an over grazed station.

The theme of what the Sprigg family (and dedicated others no doubt) have done and are currently doing should stand as an icon and example of how we Australians CAN look after the land and culture we say we feel so dear about.

Ideal opportunity for government to “leave alone” the area

We believe that this is the ideal opportunity for a State Government to “leave alone” a piece of private property that has been managed incredibly well and with such vision for 40 years. The neihboring National Park run by the government authority, whilst a blaze with natural beauty show obvious signs of lack of proper management. Surely the first thing to do is remove/control the feral animals. This is not done in the NP, but somehow the people of Arkaroola mange to do it on “their” side of the fence. So we have a situation where the government cannot find sufficient funds to support the NP. At Arkaroola, the private owners have had the vision to have managed to fund the protection of the property through sensible decisions over 40 years. Any body in your departments working on this “project” should be able to stand tall and feel proud if they work towards total protection from mining on Arkaroola.

Our plead

Please leave the responsibility to the property to the people that have, and are demonstrating a complete understanding of the properties uniqueness and value.

We would love our children and future generations to marvel at the story that is “Arkaroola” and use it for inspiration to look after the world.

I hope for the sake of our environment, that you will be able to consider and action these comments

Paul & Robyn Schoolderman

(personal contact details deleted)

12/12/2009

