-----Original Message-----

From: Ian Sando (personal contact details deleted)

Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 3:55 PM

To: Irving, Jason (DEH)

Subject: Mining In Arkaroola

cc: ted.tyne@sa.gov.au

(personal contact details deleted)

29th January 2010

Dear Sir,

it was in 1964 that I made my first visit to the Flinders Ranges and have since averaged a visit at least every eighteen months to escape the hussle and bussle of city life and recharge my batteries in the pristine beauty and ruggedness of the area.

It was about 1978 that I made my first visit to Arkaroola with my family.  For the past four years my two sons and I have made an annual visit to Arkaroola to camp and enjoy the rugged beauty of its environment.

In an age when eco-tourism is the catch cry and the world is concerned with accelerated global warming because of human activity I consider it unacceptable for a state government department to be contemplating approval of the debasement of such a pure, natural environment whilst the national government is attempting to address the issue of global warming and preservation of the environment.

The mining venture will return something to the state’s economy over what period of time and at what long term cost to the life work of the Sprigg family in attempting to preserve the unique environment of this area of our great state?  When the mine runs out the uniquness of the environment will have been lost for ever so future generations will be deprived of the opportunity to enjoy the experience of current and previous generations of european settlers to say nothing of the countless generations of aborigines who have lived and passed through the district.

Reg Sprigg was aware of the presence of uranium in the Sanctuary as he had been charged by Thomas Playford, the state premier, to prospect for uranium during WWII.  He was not blinded by the lure of a quick buck and to rape the environment - rather he understood the importance of the region and the necessity to preserve this part of our natural heritage.  It is a sad comment on the condition of our society when silver tongued, money hungry people are permitted to ride rough shod over the lives and lively-hoods of others in our society to satisfy their egos and greed.

The Australian population is horrified by reports of people in Africa and elsewhere in the world describing how they are driving some species to extinction by hunting and destruction of their environment.  The recent activities of Marathon Resources are but a small indication of the scant regard that these “developers” in Australia show to the environment and community needs in their quest for financial returns and profits for their shareholders.

Is the government demanding that the mining companies lodge a bond to pay for the rehabilitation of the area at the completion of the mine’s life?

Should the company get into financial difficulties due to the amount of rock that has to be removed because of the low grade ore who would be left with the cost of rehabilitation?

Is the government trusting that the companies will have the integrity to plan and put the money aside out of their profits?

Will the government levy an additional charge on the companies during the life of the mine so that the tax-payers will not have to foot the rehabilitation bill?

Has the government considered the educational value of this area with regards to its flora, fauna, climate and geology?  This unique area is used for teaching and field work by a large number of secondary and tertiary institutions.  In September 2008 we met a couple of students from Monash University who were carrying out field work for their Honours Degree - apparently part of an ongoing project by the University which has been spread over several years.

The short term economic gains to be achieved by a project such as this are far outweighed by the permanent loss and long term benefits of the natural environment of this area.

I urge the SA Government not to permit the mining of this area for the meagre financial return to this state compared to the ongoing benefits offered and developed over the past 40+ years by the owners of Arkaroola who have built a world renowned tourist resort.

Yours sincerely

Ian G Sando

