 



From: katrina beruldsen (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2010 3:25 PM
To: Minister Weatherill
Subject: Concern regarding uranium mining and proposal to re-zone in Arkaroola
28/1/2010

 

To the Hon. Jay Weatherill

 

I am writing this with great concern and opposition for the proposal to re-zone the area of Arkaroola to create a balance between mining and conservation. 

 

South Australia already has 3 uranium mines, of which are expanding beyond their current size.

 

I am gaining the distinct impression that decisions are being made by the current government and some policy makers that put 'employment and money and mining in particular' completely above the environment without taking into account the full environmental impact on fragile environments such as Arkaroola, or place proper value on cultural, geological, biodiverse and tourism values. 

 

In addition the proposal to re-zone and open the area up to mineral exploration and mining activities would significantly increase our state environmental footprint at a time when climate change is a priority at national and international levels.

 

This government has made some good decisions regarding the environment in numerous areas. I would hope that the representing party would continue to represent the interests of the public for some areas in this state to be protected, such as the Arkaroola Sanctuary, and to show that mining, jobs and money are not all what this state is about!

 

In 2008 the premier effectively shut down Marathon P/L after it was found inappropriately dumping radioactive waste. In such a fragile and previously protected area (under the Devel. Act of 1992) it makes much more sense to offer zoning that enhances protection rather than making this vulnerable environment more subject to disturbance. 

 

I urge the minister to re-think this idea. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Katie Beruldsen. 

 

