 



From: Mark Goodson (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 30 November 2009 10:15 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola
Sir,

The Australian Government’s proposed conditions under which mining operations would be permitted at Arkaroola would inevitably destroy much of the value of the flora and fauna of this district, a habitat which is globally completely unique and which cannot be replicated elsewhere. 

The whole area is an extremely important example of as near primeval Australia as can be imagined, and the fact that it has been so carefully researched, nurtured and managed for more than 40 years renders it an extremely valuable resource for the continued insight into the continental development produced by its geological formation and particular location.

Furthermore the very carefully arranged visitor facilities allow the general public to learn about and to enjoy the terrain, the flora and the fauna, without damaging it, a facility which would be utterly destroyed if the proposed mining operations were to be put into practice.

I have been fortunate enough to visit Arkaroola several times and stand in awe of the gorgeous yet terrifying terrain. Indeed a poster depicting Sillar’s lookout has a prominent place in our Scottish home, which not only provides a reminder of that terrain but also of the care with which it has been preserved and presented to the public. 

The poster has encouraged many of our acquaintances to make the journey to Arkaroola when visiting the Adelaide area, and without exception they have all reported a new understanding and insight into this extremely valuable enterprise, whose influence transcends the boundaries set by distance.

I hope the Australian Government will think again, long and hard, before allowing, indeed before even contemplating the rape of an unique area of the world.

Lastly, please ensure that all planners make a detailed study of the bibliography available for the region, and in particular, “Arkaroola – Mount Painter” by R.C.Sprigg, ISBN  0 9590966 0 4.

Sir Mark Goodson, Bart., 

(personal contact details deleted)
