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11 December 2009

Mr Jason Irving Mr Ted Tyne

Manager Policy and Planning Director, Mineral Resources
Department for Environment and Heritage Primary Industries and Resources SA
GPO Box 1047 GPO Box 1671

ADELAIDE SA 5001 ADELAIDE SA 5001
jason.irving®@sa.gov.au ted.tyne@sa.gov.au

Dear Messrs Irving and Tyne

| write in fervent opposition to mining within the bounds of any Conservation Sanctuary and
specifically the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. Any mining within the uplands of the Flinders
Ranges will affect the long term viability of our tourism industry. A true balance between mining
and mineral exploration with the tourism assets of the region is vital for sustained growth of our
communities and the viability of our tourism industry.

The Flinders Ranges attracts nearly 780,000 visitors annually, spending on average 1.1 million
bed nights and over $133 million dollars every year. Much of this income is spent and re-spent
locally providing employment and economic benefits to our regional communities.

For every tourism dollar spent by visitors an additional 84 cents is generated in inter-linked

sectorst. This ranks tourism highly both relative to other key export industries, such as Mining
and Agriculture, as well as other major service industries such as Communications Services and

Finance and Insurance. Conversely, an expansion to the mining industry requires additional
skilled workers who will migrate from other regions across the State and Australia.

There is no evidence within the Seeking a Balance policy document that Arkaroola's tourism
assets were adequately valued nor the potential impact on our regional tourism industry
considered. In 2008, Tourism Australia declared the Flinders Ranges as a National Landscape.

* National Long-Term Tourism Strategy Economic Modelling Consultancy, Phase 1 Report, Access
Economics, June 2009
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protect our Conservation Sanctuaries through mining license conditions - why was the license
granted in the first place?

Assets such as the Mt Gee Geological Monument are not reproducible and when damaged are
lost forever. The listing of Mt Gee with the Register for the National Estate was designed to
protect this site from further damage. The actions of Marathon Resources demonstrate that
‘moral persuasion?’ is an ineffective method of protection. The response of the State
Government to renew Marathon’s exploration license raises the question of what would a mining
company have to do to have its operations discontinued permanently?

In 2002 Tim Harcourt, then Chief Economist with Australian Trade Commission recognised that
tourism’s contribution to the national economy is often underrated. | share his hope that, with a
better knowledge of tourism as an export industry [and employment generator] it will lead to
more recognition and better-informed policy making.

The tourism industry is a vital employment generator and economic contributor to the
communities of the Flinders Ranges. Mining is not a suitable option for the Arkaroola Wilderness
Sanctuary.

Yours sincerely

Lisa Pearson

% hitp://www.pir.sa.gov.au/minerals/geology/geological_monuments/geological_monument_protect
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Thatis, a landscape which ‘captures the essence of Australia and offers distinctive natural and
cultural experiences’.

The National Landscapes initiative is a partnership between the tourism and conservation
management sectors that aims to capture and promote the best of Australia to achieve
conservation, social and economic outcomes. One of the key outcomes of the program is to
ensure tourism agencies, conservation agencies; infrastructure agencies, industry players and
local government are collectively responsible for the conservation and enhancement of
Australia’s outstanding natural and cultural experiences for the future.

National Landscape destinations are targeted at the Experience Seeker. These travellers are
united by values, attitudes and motivations in life, far beyond travel. They are well educated,
demanding and discerning, they seek responsible and sustainable tourism product. A very high
proportion seeks nature based and ecotourism activities.

In the past three years Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary has won several South Australian
Tourism Awards, including a Hall of Fame for Ecotourism; Major Attraction; Sustainable Tourism
and others. These awards demonstrate a commitment to both environmentally sustainable
operations and to the professionalism of the tourism industry.

The Seeking a Balance policy document puts at real risk the very natural and cultural assets that
draw visitors to our region. Arkaroola currently draws in excess of 10,000 visitors annually, the
vast majority travelling by 4WD vehicle and spending their dollars at points en route. The impact
of reduced visitation to Arkaroola will be felt across a broad geographic area.

| find it incredible that your report states, | quote “Of interest is that the analysis has confirmed
that many high landscape and environmental values are already protected within the
Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park.” Mining within National Parks is not an issue for
consideration by the Seeking a Balance policy proposal. In any case, National Parks by definition
are living showcases of natural treasures so I'd be surprised if your ‘analysis’ found otherwise.
Similarly, Conservation Sanctuary’s are established to protect habitats for wildlife outside of the
government declared parks and reserves.

The regime proposed under the Seeking a Balance policy document will reduce the protection
already in place for the significant environmental assets; ergo tourism draw cards, at Arkaroola
Wilderness Sanctuary. The inappropriate exploration methods and illegal dumping by Marathon
Resources provides very real evidence that the South Australian State Government cannot




