

From: yvonne maher [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Saturday, 12 December 2009 9:28 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: arkaroola wilderness, a unique treasure
Dear Mr Irving and Mr Tyne

I have followed with a degree of horror and disgust the behaviour of the mining company at Arkaroola Wilderness  Sanctuary. 

I now follow with a degree of incredulity the response of our government to this same company's intention to continue operating in this pristine area.

 

I am extremely concerned that, should mining proceed, the environmental impact will ultimately result in an irreversible negative impact, not just for Arkaroola, but the entire Flinders Ranges.

This fragile, beautiful land does not deserve to be treated with such callous disregard 

Should the proposal proceed, many tourism operators would be unlikely to remain viable.

Also, in the years ahead our grandchildren would have no reason to speak well of our stewardship of this unique area. 

 

Tourism, as I am sure you are aware, is a key economic driver within the Flinders Ranges and many 

pastoralists would have been unable to survive the drought had they not diversified into tourism.   

The Natural beauty and diversity of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary has been preserved to date through the foresight and tenacity of a few prominent South Australians, so how would we be able to justify an action that flies directly in the face of the vision of these valiant historic figures?

Arkaroola's unique, harsh beauty and wonderful geologic features would surely be of more value to the nation as a unique eco tourist destination, than as an unwisely exploited area for short term gain, by a company who's lack of integrity and concern for the environment has already been so sadly demonstrated.

The impact on tourism of uranium mining within a wilderness conservation area is potentially catastrophic. 

 As a matter of fact, the linking of uranium mining and eco tourism is an oxymoron of gigantic proportions.

 

I implore you to consider the long term ramifications of the proposed course of action, and where it will place us in future history books I also implore you to reconsider adoption of the management zones, as outlined in the Seeking a Balance document. 

Yours sincerely,

Yvonne Maher
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