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Mr Jason Irving
Manager Policy and Planning
Department for Environment and Heritage

Dear Mr Irving 

I am writing to express my deep concern and indeed consternation at the recently released Seeking a Balance proposal.

There are so many issues with this document one finds it hard to know which part causes more outrage and which to address first. 

The very first page is headed Protecting the values of the Northern Flinders Ranges, yet the proposed management zones concentrate on only Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and surrounding properties. 
The maps do not provide details of the significance of areas such as Rock Wallaby colonies, Adnyamathanha cultural sites, water courses, significant flora, major tourist attractions etc, but there is a map showing where all previous mines have existed. 
There can be no balanced view presented when you choose to omit all the significant data and overplay the previous existence of mines on Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

There is no data informing the public of when these previous mines were active, their size and when they closed. In reality most were only pick and shovel diggings.
Every one of these maps is nothing more than a public relations exercise designed to deceive and mislead the general public.

The maps do not provide any clarity on what is being proposed and only seek to confuse an issue which is very clear cut. 

There can be no mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary without the destruction of ecosystems and fragile native habitats. No matter how pretty a document is produced or how much you put a positive spin on it, the reality is there will be significant adverse affects. 

The document has lots of pretty pictures but the majority aren’t of the Arkaroola area. Considering this document focuses only on Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and neighbouring properties it is misleading to have included pictures taken at Wilpena and Blinman when they are not even represented on the maps. The back page even has a photo that is printed in reverse. This is just another example of how little consideration was given to ensuring the accuracy of this document. 
It is truly puzzling that throughout the entire document not one picture related to mining is shown. 
As this document erroneously espouses a balanced proposal, surely the public has a right to see the results of mining activities on the landscape.

Just to make it more realistic you could have included a drill rig around the Sillers Lookout area to give the public an honest representation of what may happen if this document becomes reality. Or for the sake of accuracy, perhaps photos of mining companies illegally dumping radioactive waste on Arkaroola. 
Having lived and worked in the Flinders Ranges for sixteen years I am appalled that a government agency who has spent so much time, effort and resources on protecting the habitat of the Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby through Bounceback within National Parks and on private properties, is blatantly disregarding the protection of this vulnerable species in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

It is blatantly obvious that your department has chosen to undermine its own policies to appease the mining industry. 
In South Australia’s strategic plan Objective 3,  Attaining Sustainability, Biodiversity, Lose No Species, under the heading Strategies it states the Government’s aims as :

·  By 2010 have five well-established biodiversity corridors aimed at maximising ecological outcomes particularly in the face of climate change. 

· Implement No Species Loss – A Nature Conservation Strategy for South Australia

The South Australian Government clearly recognises and promotes the importance of biodiversity corridors, yet there has been no allowance made for these corridors on the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.
With the No Species Loss strategy, the aim is to protect vulnerable and endangered species to ensure their survival. 
To ensure no species is put at risk on the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, a comprehensive bio survey needs to be undertaken after rain. The bio survey at the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in 2009 was undertaken after long term drought and as such is not a true reflection of what species are actually on the property.

Before any consideration can be given to any further destruction on the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary a complete and comprehensive survey must be completed.

It is ludicrous and nothing short of environmental vandalism to even contemplate changing the protection status of sites at Arkaroola when your department is not even aware of the full extent of what you are proposing to destroy.

If you were honest about presenting a balanced, informed view surely you would have provided accurate data on what minerals are actually on Arkaroola, what grade of mineral and the effect of sustained mining on the Sanctuary.

Having read and reread the document Seeking a Balance, I am unable to locate any mention of what actual data was used to substantiate the information contained in the document. 
It begs the question of how can the public be assured the document contains accurate information when there are no references to where the information (very little) was obtained from
There also appears to be a complete disregard for the many significant Adnyamathanha cultural sites on and around the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

Your department should have ample resources to be able to correctly identify the significance and location of these sites. Your choice in not even including any detail or data on these sites is a disgrace as shows a total disregard for not only the wider community but to the Adnyamathanha Rangers within your own department.
Just as a matter of interest, how many copies of Seeking a Balance were distributed to members of the Adnyamathanha community?

In conclusion Seeking the Balance leaves me with no faith whatsoever in the ability of the Department for Environment and Heritage to afford even the most basic of protection to one of the states most significant areas. 
Seeking the Balance is not even worthy of being recycled in a long drop.
I therefore make the recommendation that mining of any kind should be prohibited for all time within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and should any re zoning take place it should be to tighten protection to prevent any further damage to the unique and irreplaceable Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.
Terri Coulthard
(personal contact details deleted)
