 



From: stephen perkins (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 7 December 2009 9:24 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH); Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)
Cc: admin@arkaroola.com.au
Subject: Arkaroola sanctuary mine proposal
Importance: High
Hello
 
My name is Stephen Perkins, I am originally from the U.K and emigrated to South Australia last November with my girlfriend.  We met whilst I was travelling around Australia in the Flinders Ranges, travelling to this region of the world made me know instantly that I wanted to live in SA.  I worked as tour guide for a period and took many backpackers from Europe, Japan and the USA to share my experience in the Flinders Ranges and especially at Arkaroola.
 
Arkaroola sanctuary was a highlight of our tours, it has such an untarnished landscape and an abundance of interesting flora and fauna.  When I took tourists to this area they felt that they had shared in an experience that was very special.  I still visit that region as much as I can and have also taken many friends from the UK who have visited me in the last year to see why I love this part of the world and all have taken a lasting memory.
 
To mine such an area would be not only a disregard to a fragile eco system but would also mean the loss of an iconic tourist destination.  Tourists visit this area to see a unique wilderness and I firmly believe that a mine would not only have a dire affect on the already endangered species found here but would also see many tourists put off from visiting the region.  
 
I do not believe Arkaroola should be mined in anyway and especially by the proposed mining company who have had a questionable record when it has come to the environment.  Roxby already has a majority of the worlds uranium deposits so why is there such an urgency to mine at Arkaroola?  I understand that the state's economy also needs consideration but an economy should never be put before the long term consequences that mining this region will cause.  
 
I urge you both that this amazing area should be kept untouched and untamed by man so many generations beyond us can enjoy one of the worlds truly unique wildernesses.
 
Regards
 
Stephen Perkins

