

From: Monika Kopicki (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2010 11:14 AM
Subject: Save Arkaroola
Attention please:  Senator Bob Brown, Senator Peter Garret, Premier Mike Rann, Senator Nick Xenophon, Minister Ray Weatherill, Minister Paul Holloway.
Dear Dr Ted Tyne and Mr Jason Irving,
We (the undersigned) are totally against the SA Government’s proposal to grant Marathon Mining a second, possibly more damaging attempt this time, desecration rights to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary through inappropriate uranium exploration, especially where the long term consequences of such an inappropriate decision may have some damaging long term effects. Not to mention the works by-product of a uranium waste dump less than 100km’s north of Adelaide. We should all be concerned about that!
We believe that granting exploration rights to further uranium mining interests when exploration already exists in the region at Beverley, is not in the best interest of the public at large. It contravenes existing protective legislation and our human rights now, to engage in pristine wilderness areas, notwithstanding the right of future generations to live, enjoy and study in what we believe to be a significant landscape. Arkaroola is a unique place of study, combining many unrivalled features of flora and fauna and diverse areas of significance pertaining to archaeological, geophysical, artistic and photographic areas of appreciation.
We find it incomprehensible that one should need to defend mainstream citizens’ rights in support of our wildlife inheritance and further argue our cause, when it seems obvious in view of the need for this submission that the scientific community who support the fragility of the Arkaroola landscape are also being ignored. How important is the almighty dollar in this issue when ‘real experts’ with a conscience who have supported and continue to support Arkaroola’s preservation are disregarded? 
How can the SA government ignore scientific field research from two of its own celebrated scientific minds? Sir Douglas Mawson and Sir Mark Oliphant have said that the Arkaroola landscape was “A very special Geoscience Laboratory, significant for scientists and students to study.” 
It seems that loopholes do exist when it concerns mining opportunists wishing to expunge protected areas’ environmental policies. We, who are the carers and users of Australia’s natural environment are constantly being put upon by virtue of the greediness of developers, to which the Rann government may also have succumbed. The glossy mining argument is in favour of balance. What balance? Bank balance? ... Clearly not in the interest of wilderness.  We believe that by granting mining rights to Marathon, it contravenes at least three separate acts of parliament that previously existed to protect Arkaroola from such malpractice.
We want to keep Arkaroola unspoiled and to further promote its artistic, scientific and tourist potential to SA, and, also highlight what remains of our natural South Australian eco-environment. We call upon this government to adhere to the objectives enacted by parliament in support of the Native Vegetation Act, 1991, the Wilderness Protection Act 1992 and the South Australian Development Act, 1993.
Yours Sincerely, 
Monika & Klaus Kopicki and family,
also
John & Yvonne Nowland and family.
