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SUBMISSION ON SA GOVERNMENT  MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE NORTHERN FLINDERS RANGES

BROAD CONCERNS WITH THE PLAN

The Plan is designed to protect the “Key environmental values of the region and provide greater certainty for exploration and mining companies, landowners, traditional owners and the community. 
 In its proposed form it fails to do this and could be detrimental  to the environment ,  possibly the traditional owners , eco-tourist industry and the community.
 It is an intention of the  SA State Strategic Plan for the Northern Flinders region( and other regions) to achieve a working partnership of government, business and communities across the state so any plan is a plan for all South Australians working together.

 In its present form the plan is geared towards providing access to the mining industry in a Environmental Class A Zoning without providing adequate protection for endangered species or  protecting biodiversity.  There appears to be little or no input from conservation interests. An example of this is the failure to provide a bio-corridor for the Yellow Footed Rock Wallabies concentrated along Arkaroola creek. Ideally there should be a physical link to other colonies in the Mt.Painter /East Painter Gorge or the Mawson Plateau.  
There is no evidence of cultural input in the plan from the Adnyamathanha  people. There is no appropriate recognition of key Geoscience areas such as the fossil “fringing reef” to the east of the Arkaroola Village, nor is there adequate recognition or protection of Mt.Ghee.     
 The document claims to balance the interest of different groups yet the economic significance of eco-tourism is not determined and largely ignored  in the report. For instance the Arkaroola resort is an important icon in the portfolio of major attractions offered by SA Tourism with numerous awards and recognition overseas. It is a key feature of any comprehensive outback tour and provides an important accommodation destination in the Northern Flinders. It generates millions of dollars of tourist income and over 10,000 visitors each year yet this value is not reflected in the plan.

As it stands the plan could be read as an advocate for access by mining companies to the Region. It has been prepared under the auspices of the DEH and PIRSA .
To its credit, the report recognises the lack of baseline data upon which to make decisions . Further data from scientific studies and environmental surveys  will  be essential over time. This information may influence future management of the area and zoning. However provision for additional information is 
                                                                                                                                    MWS/P2 of 3

not allowed for in the zoning. Just the opposite. The amount of land where the wilderness is protected  has  been reduced. It will be too late to try and protect these areas should new species be discovered or new important environmental sites recognised once they are damaged or destroyed by access or activity arising from the new zoning . Better to be generous with the size of Zone One areas now rather than regretful  later when it’s too late to protect the areas after damage is done.  Should we wait for evidence rare species are lost? 

It is difficult to properly consider the plan when the maps show insufficient detail to determine exactly where the boundaries are .  Where exactly are the key areas to be protected?  Mt.Ghee is a geological monument which is listed in the Register for the National Estate but this fact is not recorded in the report and it is not listed in Zone One. Why? Where exactly are the areas which may be accessed for exploration?  It is hard to determine the locations on the maps provided. How will these be determined and managed in practice?  How will the small environmental Zone One area be protected?  Key  topographical features should be provided on the maps along with a scale .
 After considering the maps one thing is for certain…the purple or protected areas are very small in relation to the areas in the Region which may be mined.

It seems odd to justify a mining emphasis in an area which is such a special Geoscience laboratory.  An area with old and significant geology long ago recognised by Sir Douglas Mawson  and protected  for over 40 years by forward thinking ,  eco-sensitive business interests.  Sir Mark Oliphant described Arkaroola as “one great open-air museum of geological history”. It would be a crime to compromise it in the interest of short term mining returns. The broader region already has a major world class mine at Roxby Downs which is expanding .  It’s not as if there was a pressing need to explore the Arkaroola region for additional mines.
The Region will be under pressure from companies  seeking ore and energy sources .   There is no shortage of potential  mining areas outside the Arkaroola area and it would seem foolish to give priority  to high risk mining exploration at the expense of all  Arkaroola offers with its sustainable model.
RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE PLAN

Ideally the Northern Flinders Management plan should be weighted towards conservation and protection of the environment.  Any “balancing” should include, protect and encourage eco-tourism particularly at Arkaroola and surrounds .  Recognition of the economic benefits of tourism to the state and the Flinders region should be included in the plan along with input from the community.  Protection of cultural sites from mining and tourism is appropriate.
There should be no further mining or major exploration drilling allowed until a comprehensive hydrological study is completed and evaluated.
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It would be a nonsense to allow any form of mining which required large amounts of water to be used when water is so scarce and precious in the region. If water resources are found to be adequate they should be priced at market rates so mining is not subsidised at the expense of the environment and the community. This should be stated in the plan.

A comprehensive baseline environmental study should also be given priority. This should identify and map the key environmental sites including the waterholes, habitats, identify the boundaries for wildlife corridors and update and extend the identification and location of major bio-diversity sites.  Areas of scientific interest including fossil sites should be identified. A second study should be undertaken to locate key areas of interest to eco-tourists and to map trails and transport routes. This would provide additional information to allow better management planning. 

Input from the consultation process should be incorporated into the final plan. It would help if the plan’s introduction included Sir Mark Oliphant’s Quote  the Arkaroola region “is one great open-air museum of geological history”. Priority should be given to the natural environment and eco-tourism in the Arkaroola area. This would help clarify decision making for mining companies.

If it is intended to try and accommodate access by mining companies it is essential information on rare species be obtained along with the key environmental habitats (including waterholes) and corridors. The bio-diversity and geo-scientific sites and tourist features identified should be protected by adequate buffer zones .  A 12 month period should be set aside with sufficient funds to undertake the necessary field work and determine boundaries.  This work would highlight whether the proposed new Zone One area  is sufficient.   A desktop study is not enough for a region of such significance.

The impression one gets from reading the plan is it has been prepared on very limited information. The management zones as proposed could be improved and the Purple Zone One area extended following  further work. 
In its present form the document should be considered a “draft’ and a work in progress.
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