Dear Sir,

Arkaroola - Uranium Mining Threat to Timeless Landscape

I am shocked to discover that the South Australian authorities are planning to unleash a uranium mining assault on one of the most fantastic and timeless landscapes your nation possesses.

As one of the many thousands of international visitors who head for the Flinders Ranges to enjoy the incredible scenery, and appreciate the long term efforts of your conservators, I urge you to think again about the way you are handling this project.
So far, all I can see is a recipe for a devastatingly negative blow to the image of Australia at a global level, with the consequential loss of many millions of tourist dollars.
While the leaders of the rest of the world are at last making genuine efforts to limit the amount of man-made damage being inflicted on Planet Earth here you are about to provide an object lesson in how not to go about pursuing the riches that may, or may not, remain.

The massive insensitivity that you are demonstrating towards the environmental fragility of the brilliantly-managed Arkaroola Wilderness is unbelievable. You are trotting out the same old mix of token “consultation”, one-sided reports, flawed data, exaggerated royalty claims and over-excited contractors in a headlong rush for riches that may or may not be as substantial as claimed. The environmental impact of thousands of tons of discarded radio- active rock, and the extraction of millions of gallons of water on a daily basis for years to come, seems to have been given little serious thought.
Come on, you’ve got an opportunity here to show that you really get what the environment debate is all about. You could show the world how to apply the best ethics, the best brains, the best technology and full accountability in a complete rethink of the whole idea – before it’s too late. 

Of course, you could alternatively just say that foreigners should keep their views to themselves. But in that case please stop the world-wide promotion of those seductive images of your National Landscapes, cut out the PR gimmicks like Best Job in the World, ban the making of wildlife documentaries,  enjoy your gold rush - and leave us in peace to spend our tourist dollars elsewhere.
Yours sincerely

Jeff Lyes

(personal contact details deleted)
