Dr Ted Tyne

Director, Mineral Resources

Primary Industries & Resources SA

GPO Box 1671

Adelaide SA 5001

Dear Dr Tyne

Re: Seeking a Balance

I write regarding the proposed mining of uranium and other minerals within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

I am a descendant of the Greenwood family, and have had many holidays in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, both as a young child and also as an adult with my own family. Being able to experience this wild, unique and beautiful area is something I want not only for my grandchildren but for everybody’s grandchildren and all future generations to come.

The Seeking a Balance proposal recognises the “outstanding environment, cultural and tourism values” of the Northern Flinders Ranges yet proceeding with mining will irreversibly impact on the fragile environment and the people whose lives are entwined with the land.
Tourism and conservation are the principle land uses in Arkaroola, but these would be seriously impacted on should mining proceed. The impact on tourism of uranium mining within a wilderness conservation area is potentially disasterous.  The international community will 

The Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is a integral part of the northern Flinders corridor, yet under the proposed zoning no connectivity has been provided. The yellow footed rock wallaby relies on these nature corridors. 

The Arkaroola Sanctuary has been managed for conservation by a private company, yet no support has been given to these deeply committed people who feel that the proposal is “a giant step backwards for protection of our State’s natural assets, not only at Arkaroola, but wherever else these zoning proposals are instituted later.”

An enormous amount of water is required, as advised by Marathon Resources.  This would have to impact on the ecosystem of the area, already under stress from many years of drought.

I beg you to consider the impact both in the short and long term of allowing mining within Arkaroola. I do not believe the protection afforded by the proposals in the Seeking a Balance document will protect the world renown Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. I believe that the entire area of the Sanctuary should remain a Class A Environmental Zone and that zoning should be strengthened to protect the area from mining operations in the future.

Yours sincerely

Sue Johnson

