 



From: michael williss (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Tuesday, 1 December 2009 2:32 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Seeking a Balance Report
Dear Jason

I am writing in response to the report titled “Seeking a Balance: Conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges”.

I wish to state from the outset that I am totally opposed to any exploration or mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  This is an area with iconic status and legislative protection should be developed to ensure that no further mineral exploration takes place, and that mining within the sanctuary is forever banned.

The mapping of areas outside of the Sanctuary based on landscape quality, biodiversity values and Aboriginal heritage should be used to define Access Zones as per the Report.  However, there should be a rigorous protection of those areas once defined.  Strict guidelines and an independent process should exist in relation to any future variation of these Zones.  The Report states in its concluding paragraph:

As new information comes to light over the years ahead on the region’s resource potential and geoscientific values and on the environmental, landscape and biodiversity values…the management zones will be further refined to ensure that the unique environmental and landscape values of the region are protected. 

I find the latter paragraph to be a major loophole in the Report’s purported commitment to protecting the values of the Northern Flinders Ranges.  It provides no guarantees for ongoing protection of the region’s unique aesthetic qualities, its geological treasures, and its endangered or rare fauna and flora.

Please take this as a firm rejection of the proposed management policies and zones in the current form.

Yours Sincerely

(personal contact details deleted)
