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26 January 2010

Mr Jason Irving
Manager Policy & Planning
Department for Environment & Heritage

'|ason.irving@sa.gov.au

Dr Ted Tyne
Director, Mineral Resources
Primary Industries & Resources SA

ted.txne@sa.gov.au

Dear Mr Irving & Dr Tyne

We write with concern regarding the Seeking A Balance document.
The values of the Northern Flinders Ranges must be preserved.

Seeking A Balance talks of the importance and rarity of these uniquely diverse national assets but
we believe the zoning and conditions the document proposes are not stringent enough. Without
doubt, these assets will be compromised by mining activities. They are too valuable to put at risk
of damage by the greed of communities not even aware of their existence.

It worries us greatly about what will become of the landscapes, biodiversity and wilderness of
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges National Park and also
how this will affect the cultural conservancy of the Adnyamathanha people who, to this day, retain
a strong living connection with their landscape.

Being Climate Action accredited, sustainable tourism operators in the region, we are well placed
to assess what damage may be done to the burgeoning eco tourism market by the introduction of
mining activities in sensitive areas. The situation Marathon Resources put themselves in at
Arkaroola in the last half of 2008 attests to this. Many visitors to the region were appalled at
how this sort of thing could happen anywhere, let alone in an Environmental Class A Zone.

The Flinders Ranges community and government bodies have worked hard to achieve National
Landscape status. Arkaroola is a major tourist destination in the Flinders Ranges and if damaged
will severely impact tourism in our region. Tourism supports its communities for the long term;
it enables young people to stay in their community. Silo mentality that puts short-term mining

benefits above the long-term community benefits that tourism brings, is
unacceptable. pustray,





[image: image2.jpg]Tourism has the potential to protect and maintain these sensitive environments in which we live.
Mining operation can only damage them. Climate destabilisation and the uncertainty of our
economy is bringing many more visitors to the region who are becoming aware of the great
importance of protecting our natural and cultural assets and who are seeking them out to
appreciate their beauty and meaning.

The balance has not been found in this document. It is overwhelmingly weighted in favour of
mining. It uses magnificent images of the National Landscape Flinders Ranges such as Sillers
Lookout which deserves full protection but receives none. Vhat will happen to our cute
Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby? Wil it receive the protection it justly deserves? Who knows
what we have not yet discovered in this diversely rich environment?

The late Peter Cullen, one of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists said, in words to
the effect, that the landscape needs to be preserved as a whole; that we need to think and act in

terms of the large landscape.

Do not trade-off the likely severe impacts in one area, irreversible to species and ecological and
cultural communities, against reduced impacts in another.

We implore you to reconsider the access boundaries.
At the very least, Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and the Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges

National Park, in their entirety, should receive the full protection of Access Zone | to get
anywhere near a balanced mix of conservation and resource use in the Northern Flinders Ranges.

Yours sincerely

Gary Lucas Bronwyn Lucas
Quorn Caravan Park

cc: The Hon. Mike Rann, State Premier
The Hon. Kevin Foley, Deputy Premier
The Hon. Jane Lomax-Smith, Minister for Tourism
The Hon. Jay Weatherill, Minister for Environment and Conservation,
The Hon. Paul Holloway, Minister for Mineral Resources Development,
The Hon. Mark Parnell, Greens SA
The Hon. Michelle Lensink, Shadow Minister for Environment
Ms Isobel Redmond, Leader of the Opposition
The Hon. Peter Garrett, AM, MP, Minister for Environment, Heritage & the Arts
The Hon. Martin Ferguson, AM, MP, Minister for Resources & Energy and Tourism

Senator The Hon. Nick Minchin, Shadow Minister for Resources and Energy
Senator Bob Brown, Leader of Australian Greens

Senator Nick Xenophon, Independent

Ms Lyn Breuer, MP, Member for Giles

Mr Colin Davies, Chief Executive Officer, The Flinders Ranges Council
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary




