Comments on the Document  Seeking  a Balance
I wish to comment on the Government of South Australia document ‘Seeking a Balance’.

Although the subject is an emotive one, I would like to commend the Department for attempting to seek a balance on the subject.

I am an independent geologist, with twenty five years experience across Australia and New Zealand.  I have worked in the Northern Flinders area for Marathon Resources and Quasar Pty Ltd through  Heathgate Resources, but I also have a keen interest in conservation and the environment and in particular in maintaining groundwater resources.   As a member of the Friends of Para Wirra, I am actively involved in conservation activities at the Para Wirra National Park and also have attended SA Friends of Parks Forums.  At these Forums in conjunction with PIRSA, I have presented to the members of Friends of Parks information about the local geology relating to where the forum have been held.
The comments below are based on my independent examination of the document ‘Seeking a Balance’.
Specific Comments on the document 

· I thought the introduction was good, being well thought out, providing the possibility of mining in the area while still preserving the environment.

· Under the heading Building on existing knowledge - The themes that the scientific officers ...include the following themes under surface and structural geology, I guess this is the two dimension surface and the three dimensional structure.  Really structural geology using data collected on the two dimensional surface to build up the three dimensional picture.  This might seem to be scratching a straws but considerable three dimensional data can be collect on a surface.

· How would appreciate a reference or map to understand how the boundaries of the area were defined, and also the basis for the believe that the greatest concentration of environmental, landscape and mineral prospectivity was in the NE corner of the map area.

· Is exploration currently prohibited in the Vuklathunha-Gammon Range National Park.

· I believe under the heading   The values of the Northern Flinders Ranges the section on Tourism should be expanded considerably.  There is also an astronomical observatory at Arkaroola that could be mentioned.

· There should be reference made to the basis upon which the assessment of Landscape Quality was made, was this entirely subjective or based on quantitative data?  The reference material used to make the assessment should be listed.  If the topography was shown on the map, this would be useful.

· Again with the Biodiversity Values map I believe there should be reference made to a report upon which the biodiversity values have been made, so that any one who wants to can refer to the original data.

· Under zoning and conditions.  I believe because of the patch work nature of designated access zones, the implementation of zoning will be difficult to near impossible to manage by the department and very difficult to control whether activities are occurring in Access Zone 1, 2a or 2b.  I believe it would be far better to make all Access Zone 2a areas into Access Zone 1.   With the imposition of a ten year moratorium, banning all mineral exploration from Access Zone 1 (and  Access Zone2b).  Low impact activities can continue in Access Zone 2b.  Such a proposal whilst not in the interest of exploration mining companies, interested in undertaking activities in the Mt Gee, Mt Painter and Radium Ridge areas or at the Pinnacles or at Echo Camp waterhole.  This proposal would maintain a significant buffer zone around the most environmentally sensitive areas.  This is areas that have the greatest tourism and scientific value, as aspect although hard to quantify, I feel  had not rightly been evaluated in the document, ‘Seeking a Balance’.

Should you wish clarification of any of the points made above, please contact me via Phone or email.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Colin N Winsor

Principal , Applied Structural Geological Analysis
(personal contact details deleted)
