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Mr Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001

Dear Mr Irving,

PROPOSED MANAGEMENT ZONES FOR THE NORTHERN FLINDERS
RANGES

Thank you for the opportunity afforded to the public to comment on the management
zones proposed for the Northern Flinders Ranges as set out in the document “Seeking a
Balance”.

I write as a person who has a long interest in the unique beauty and the recreation and
tourism potential of this area. My experience over many years in the area includes
undertaking bush walks of about a week’s duration each

» from Mount Fitton, across the Mawson Plateau to Freeling Heights, Paralana Hot
Springs, Sillers Lookout and south, roughly paralleling the Ridge Top Tour track
and in the area of Mount Painter, Mount Gee and The Armchair to Arkaroola
Village;

» from Yankaninna, across the Yankannina Range and Benbonyathe Hill and
through the Gammon Ranges National Park to Grindells Hut and Balcanoona
Station.

As a commercial pilot, also, I have conducted numerous flights, both private and
commercial scenic flights, over all of the area encompassed by the Seeking a Balance
report.

1 feel that I know the area under consideration in the Seeking a Balance report, and the
Gammon Ranges National Park, well enough to make an informed comment about the
relative worth of what the report refers to as the “high value areas of mountain wilderness,
tourism landscapes, waterholes [and] catchments”. In particular, I feel qualified to
comment on the comparison that was made in the report between Mawson Plateau,

Mount Gee and Mount Painter, and the Arkaroola Creek and Village area.

In my opinion, the whole of this area should be considered as being a high value
mountain wilderness and, indeed, that the scenic beauty of almost all of the area enclosed
by the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is more magnificent even than the Mawson
Plateau which is proposed as Zone 1.
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While acknowledging the significant mining potential in this area I am strongly of the
view that it would be a tragedy for future generations of Australians to permit mining
activity of any sort in any of the area of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

1 have no doubt that future generations of Australians will condemn any actions which
will create long term damage to this unique area for short term gain. I therefore urge
reconsideration of the proposed zones so as to prevent all forms of mining in the
Arkaroola ~ Mt Painter areas.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Riceman




