 



From: Beverley Paine (personal contact details deleted)

Sent: Saturday, 12 December 2009 3:08 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: admin@arkaroola.com.au 
Dear Dr Tyne,

Regarding the proposed mining in the Northern Flinders Ranges. 

I first visited this area as a child and fell in love with its rugged beauty. I have taken my children there many times and hope to explore the region with my grandchildren in the future. We’ve enjoyed the area on foot and by car and each time we visit we’re amazed each time as the bountiful, though not always immediately obvious, diversity of life forms. It is a wonderland worth protecting for very many reasons, not just human enjoyment or exploitation. 

I am alarmed at the positioning of the Proposed Management Zones and the effect they will have on the biodiversity and aesthetic beauty of the areas involved. The erosion of conservation of the existing Environmental Class A zones should not be allowed in any way or form – at all. The Flinders Ranges is a world class heritage region, not only for its geological, biodiversity and anthropological importance, but its world-renowned rugged and unique beauty. 

Potential economical gains which will benefit a minority from mining in the Northern Flinders Ranges is a poor and ill-considered motive considering the outcome. It is impossible to mine without doing lasting damage to the landscape. In addition, mining will also impose restrictions of future earnings from sources such as the so-far underdeveloped eco-tourism industry.

I believe that mining will result in irreversible damage to the environment, restrict tourism, destroy the natural beauty of the area, damage existing infrastructure thus imposing an additional burden on the Australian tax-payer, and will have lasting, negative legacy on the landscape and people that both live in and visit the region. 

Please consider the long term ramifications of decisions to allow mining from a broad perspective – including from those that have no voice, the creatures that depend on the natural environment for their existence. We have so few wild places left and we need to focus our attention firmly on protecting and rehabilitating areas of special significance such as the Northern Flinders Ranges, not continue to exploit them for short term gains. 

Yours sincerely, 

Beverley Paine

(personal contact details deleted) 
