Mr Jason Irving

Manager Planning and Policy

Department for Environment and Heritage

GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001





  29 January 2010
Dear Sir: Re Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary

I write to express my objection to the proposed uranium mining within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  I visited this area of SA a number of years ago and appreciate its beauty and wilderness values.  

Quite apart from the fact that I am opposed to uranium mining because of the all the problems inherent in mining of this kind including downstream effects which have been well documented elsewhere I am concerned that should mining go ahead the environmental  impact will be significant and will impair the tourism trade in the  area and potentially in the whole of the Flinders Ranges.

Tourism is a major economic driver for the Flinders Ranges.   Mining will destroy the livelihoods of many including local farmers who depend on the tourist trade to supplement their already meagre incomes.  The Flinders Ranges is a key destination for many visitors.  The plan to mine will destroy this trade.   Who is really interested in visiting another uranium mine with its leaky tailings ponds and radioactive waste which is often poorly managed?  

I encourage you to take a long term sustainable approach to the evaluation of this proposal as set out in Seeking a Balance.  Such an approach will necessarily lead to a rejection of the existing management zones structure which would impair the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. 

Yours sincerely 

(personal details deleted)
Dr Richard Gates

(personal contact details deleted)
