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Dear Dr Tyne,

I am responding to your invitation to comment on the management policies and zones outlined in the paper “Seeking a Balance”.  I do not feel the paper reflects the attitude or vision for ‘seeking a balance’ at all – in fact, quite the opposite in many respects:

1: The current State and Federal laws directly relating to the mining industry are the most stringent in Australia. I question the need or motive to now alter the existing laws, which have appeared to meet all standards and requirements.

2: The changing of these rules reflects poorly on South Australia as a potential state to invest in – if an exploration company dedicated a considerable amount of time and funding to a project – to then have rules changed retrospectively. This not only makes us look amateur in our business practice, but also promotes lack of serious direction and commitment to the “prospectivity values” you state you believe this state has.

3: Marathon Resources Limited offers an economic injection to South Australia, through the proposed mining of the fifth largest undeveloped resource in Australia. In conjunction with the other business opportunities of the areas – such as tourism, geosciences and the landscape – I see no reason why all profitable opportunities cannot exist symbiotically. You state you wish to create the “best possible arrangements” however I strongly believe the view of the landowner creates an unbalanced view in relation to the opportunities to work together. The combination of the landscape, the mineral prospectivity, geosciences research and tourism would create an incredible economic impact for this state, however currently not explored.

4: The indigenous people of the area, as well as the exploration licence holder have not been included in your process and like them I am sure, I find this questionable. Was there a reason for this and was your process weighted heavily towards consultation with the landowner and environmental groups only?

I have found your views to be swayed by that of environmental groups and the landowner and therefore question many elements of your paper “Seeking a Balance”. There are so many opportunities to support areas within the industry in order to create economic benefits to our state.   Through consultation with those you have supported in the past, I believe the ‘balance’ you are looking for may in fact arrive.

 Yours sincerely,
Diana Williams
