-----Original Message-----

From: Malcolm Wallace (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Friday, 18 December 2009 5:01 PM

To: Tyne, Ted (PIRSA)

Subject: Arkaroola Reef

Dear Dr. Tyne

I am writing regarding a Neoproterozoic reef that is located near Arkaroola in the Northern Flinders Ranges.  I understand there is a proposal to change the level of protection for sites in this area.

The newly discovered Neoproterozoic reefs of the Northern Flinders Ranges are of immense scientific value.  Two major barrier reef systems have been discovered in the NE Flinders Ranges at this stage. One is located in the Gammon Ranges National Park (Oodnaminta reef) and the other is located in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  The Oodnaminta reef is protected by the National Park regulations, but the Arkaroola reef has no such protection.  I have therefore made a submission to the Geological Society of Australia to have the Arkaroola reef nominated as a geological monument (document attached).  

These reefs are the only major barrier reef systems of this age anywhere on Earth.  Furthermore, the framework of the reefs contain enigmatic calcified organisms which are potentially the oldest animals on earth.  We believe these organisms may be a form of proto-sponge.

I hope you will consider the significance of these reefs when deliberating on the level of protection for this area.

Yours Sincerely

Malcolm Wallace

Dr. Malcolm W. Wallace

School of Earth Science

University of Melbourne

Victoria 3010

Australia

(personal contact details deleted)
