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Mr. Ted Tyne,

I write to you with a heavy heart. Over the years I have been involved with Arkaroola and The Sprigg Family I have witnessed what I would consider many instances of reprehensible behaviour from successive South Australian Governments. Why a family that has gone out of its way for the betterment of South Australia and Australia in general has to be torn down and obfuscated by the very people it has tried to serve is beyond me.

I joined the Arkaroola family around 1981, right after I gained my commercial pilots license and flew for Reg and his family for the next 10 years, off and on.

As anyone who knew the man intimately would tell you, Reg loved nature and would go to any lengths to preserve it. He always had a connection with it that had to be experienced to appreciate.  The man had a geological period named after one of his discoveries, a marine canyon named after him, had queens honours and numerous other high level achievements and all the while he was concentrating on preserving Arkaroola- one of Australia’s first Eco-tourism ventures.

Eco-tourism as a word had not even been thought of and the Sprigg family were putting all of their resources and heart and soul into preserving something that the government would not. The flora and fauna were monitored and nurtured, feral animal populations were managed, infrastructure put in place so that visitors could be amongst the nature without adversely impacting it, rainfalls measured and generally looking after an area that had suffered years of neglect and should have been recognised as some of the most pristine country of world class significance by governments but only the Spriggs did.

Every hurdle governments have been able to throw in their way, has been. When help was sought from government, it was refused. Now, government sees fit to carve it up to allow mining when there are plenty of other areas of less significance that could be mined for uranium. This reeks of the Labour Government modus operandi of selling the family silver with no thought for how the family will survive in the future. Absolute insanity! I now live in an area that has many world heritage attractions of the Eco-tourism nature and if a government was to allow mining now in the Daintree rainforest, for example, even though there used to be mining in the area, they would be thrown out of office and labelled environmental vandals by a world that has moved on from the slash and burn mentality of yore. The northern Flinders Ranges is in the same category as far as I'm concerned and I'm sure many feel the same. Don't get me wrong, I'm no card carrying greenie and I'm all for mining, but responsibly.

In reality the South Australian government should be facilitating the Spriggs in every way possible including financially. Why don't the South Australian government give them a ex-gratia payment of, say $25 million, for being such good guardians and doing the governments job for them all these years, together with some form of secure tenure to ensure they are never interfered with again by government bureaucrats that should stay in Grenfell St and do what they do best, whatever that is? I am sure a payment of this type would be re-invested with the environment in mind. They are that sort of people.

If the government had seen fit to do a survey of interstate and international visitors instead of a sneaky, ridiculous, biased, online survey only advertised to South Australians, they would have found a much greater percentage of people against the proposal, as in the time I was there, the percentage of South Australian visitors compared to interstate and international visitors was very low.

I am very angry that this has even been proposed and will do anything I can to make the ‘Rann’ government see sense and rather than chase a quick buck. I would implore them to be on the team that secures such unique and beautiful areas for generations to come and sets their place in history as forward thinking, responsible people looking after a world which has had too much destroyed already.

For whoever has the fortitude to go against the wave of public opinion will surely go to their grave harbouring feelings of shame and guilt.
 
Yours Sincerely,

David Lock

Ex Chief Pilot- Arkaroola
