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Dear Sir 

Regarding the ‘Seeking a balance’ document, I am very unhappy to hear that mining may be allowed in a place of such beauty and cultural importance as Arkaroola. 

South Australia now has so few untouched wilderness areas left, it seems anachronistic and short sighted to be mining one of our last wilderness areas. 

In the current world climate of realising we must take fast action to save our planet, to choose mining over saving a wilderness area seems rather short sighted. 

I have examined the zoning maps of proposed protection and mining areas, and I would like to see the entire area currently classified as Class A Zone, do what it is meant to do, which is protect a wilderness area! 

There seems to be a conflict between something that on the one hand proposes to protect an area, yet on the other hand makes all kinds of special allowances to be able to mine it. 

Even if the proposed mines are underground it is impossible not to have a very large amount of infrastructure above ground, ruining the visual beauty of the area, and potentially ruining it on an environmental level also. The question of water, the use of it, and the protection of it, is just one prosaic question of so very many, in regards to this issue. 

Then there is the simple natural beauty of the area that one needs to feel, to realise how important it really is. 

You know, when I want to go on a holiday, there are not a lot of places in South Australia one thinks of in terms of wilderness. I immediately think of heading interstate. It would seem to make long term sense on many levels to keep this place untouched, not only for the sake of South Australia, but also the planet. 

 

richard baxter smith
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