-----Original Message-----

From: (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Monday, 7 December 2009 9:06 PM

To: Irving, Jason (DEH)

Subject: Seeking a Balance

Dear Mr Irving, 

I am writing to you to strongly urge you to reconsider the Proposed Management Zones for the northeastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a Balance. 

I believe instead that the existing Environmental Class A Zoning legislation should be strengthened to further protect those portions of the region already long acknowledged as sensitive and vulnerable under the South Australian Development Act. 

As a German friend and supporter of the wonderful Australian Outback I encourage international and Australian visitors to go and visit stunning places like Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary (see my website http://www.ritas-outback-guide.com/arkaroola.html ). I believe Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is the most beautiful part of the Flinders Ranges. 

I am convinced that South Australia as a whole will loose significant economic benefit from international visitors who will by-pass the Flinders Ranges as a whole, if uranium mining were allowed or encouraged within this area. 

However, I am also particularly concerned about the enormous quantities of water  that  Marathon Resources advised in their submission (for mining and processing) to the Federal Government of 2-2.5 giga-litres of water that they would require to use, per year for the life of the mine.

South Australia boasts that it is the 'driest State in the driest Continent' and yet such prolific waste appears to be acceptable to your office, the Department of Environment and Heritage, which I find astounding. I am sure that mining would have an enormous negative effect on this  fragile environment already suffering from more than a decade of drought - the biodiversity, the waterholes, the mound springs in the nearby Lake Frome salt lake are all under threat from this proposal. 

Please act sensibly, and withdraw the idea of the Management Zones proposed in Seeking a Balance. Your State has many alternatives to mine in far less environmentally sensitive regions. As your own Federal Senator, Nick Minchin says of Arkaroola, 'Some areas are too precious to mine'. 

Yours sincerely,

Rita Amend

(personal contact details deleted)
