

From: Geoff Bennett [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Thursday, 28 January 2010 5:36 PM
To: Tyne, Ted (PIRSA); Irving, Jason (DEH)
Cc: Arkaroola Resort
Subject: Mt Gee
Dear Sir,
 

I respectfully suggest the operation of any sort of mine in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary is fraught with many problems.
 

As a person with some experience in water management for one of Australia's largest tourists developments the Yulara Village and as a  contributor to the environmental impact study for the Wilpena Station development I condemn mining in this area on Marathon's projected water use of over 5 meg. per day.
 

As I have been told access to the G.A.B. is not a proposition by regulation, it leaves local ground water, the largely unknown reserves to the East or pipelines from desal. plants or Murray Water.
 The local ground water is at best un reliable  due to limited catchment in shallow aquifers that just maintains the existing resort along with subsidized rain water catchment.
The deep fossil water supply is generally too highly contaminated with minerals and already a number of these supplies have been reduced dramatically by Marathon. Radon gas from some of these aquifers would have to be classified as dangerous. Already Arkaroola management is having to send staff to outlying water holes to dig out the base of the creeks as the water table is receding. This is one example of true conservation where the attitude of Arkaroola to save native wildlife is not factored in to ''Seeking a Balance ''. Can you imagine a mining company doing this?
 

Of the other options, I am aware of the concerns of the Adnyamathanha people to the possibility of the vast amounts of water Marathon propose to use that cannot be recycled and the impact on their land.
Although not ideal the Beverly mine to the East of the Ranges and the proposed extension at 4 Mile combined will use from figures I have researched  about one third the water of the Marathon project.
Both these mines have a far greater potential for the production of uranium than the ''inferred'' low grade resource at Mt Gee. 
 

With the current levels  exploration for uranium in this state in non sensitive areas I think it highly probable within a few years the people that allowed this mine to proceed will be pilloried by their inaction
 

Geoff Bennett
