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Mr Jason Irving
Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

Dear Mr Irving
Reference: Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

I am writing to strongly recommend that the Proposed Management Zones for the
northeastern region of the Northern Flinders Ranges as indicated in the document Seeking a
Balance are changed.

I consider myself to be in favour of mining- but not at any cost. There has to be a balance
and what is being proposed grossly exceeds that.

I enjoy bushwalking, camping and the overall nature experience and I have visited the
beautiful, stunning and quite magnificent Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary many times. I
have also driven the four wheel drive tracks through this iconic area, much of which, under
the proposed zoning would become Access Zone 3 - for Standard exploration and mining
access.

It is my belief that this environmentally fragile region, which is currently suffering under
more than a decade of drought, would be irreparably damaged by current mining and
exploration techniques. Many species are under considerable threat to their survival, and
additional pressure could be catastrophic for them particularly given global warming.

I believe it would be better to strengthen the existing Class A Environmental standards
rather than bringing in a whole new raft of legislation.

Addressing biodiversity for a moment.
It appears that there is a major flaw in the data sets used where Biodiversity Values are
compared with Mineral Prospectivity, Mineral Occurrences and Mines. This presumes known

biodiversity can be directly compared to unknown or possible mineral occurrences.

Surely a much better comparison would be Biodiversity Prospectivity comparisons with
Mineral Prospectivity - i.e. comparing apples with apples, rather than oranges?
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[image: image2.jpg]There are more Yellow Footed Rock Wallaby colonies concentrated along the Arkaroola
Creek than anywhere else in the Flinders. However there are no bio-corridors linking these
with colonies in the central region around Mt Painter/East Painter Gorge, or indeed, those
of the more northerly Mawson Plateau.

The Department of Environment’s own NatureLinks program for managing large areas of SA
habitat recognizes broad ‘biodiversity corridors’ that enable native wildlife to move to

adjacent areas to survive and adapt to environmental change, particularly in regard to
climate change.

Please consider the advice of moderation and recommend the withdraw of the Management
Zoning proposals mooted in Seeking a Balance.

Yours sincerely,

U =

Mike Fretwell

Immediate Past Chairman,
The Outback Consultative Committee,
providing advice to the Minister for the Enviromnent
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