 



From: gary fleetwood (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Thursday, 10 December 2009 5:28 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Seeking a Balance
Dear Mr Irvine
In response to the Department of Environment & Heritage report "Seeking a Balance" I wish to record my opposition to any approval for mining on Arkaroola.
My "submission" is not scientific - it is based only on a near life-time of experiences in one of the world's most sacred landscapes.
I have been visiting Arkaroola since 1973 and cannot understand how the State Government of South Australia could even consider the prospect of mining in such a sensitive, diverse, significant and unique area.
The Arkaroola landscape is  synonymous  with South Australia. 
I have the misfortune to have been working in Canberra for the last 7 years with a Federal Government agency and before that I worked overseas in a third world country.
My response to friends asking "What do you miss about Adelaide ?" is simple and spontaneous - Arkaroola.
As I sit here in Canberra typing this I am looking at the colour pictures in your "Seeking a Balance" report. I have a Bernd Stoecker portrait of the "Freeling Heights Plateau"  (walked across in 1983) landscape on my study wall - and I cannot believe that the government intends to allow mining in this hallowed domain.  Shame on this idiotic proposal.
Arkaroola contains unique fauna, flora and geographical features found nowhere else on this earth. It is a place of dreaming for all races, not only the original inhabitants.
Please confirm that you will not allow mining on this piece of Australia to go ahead.
Gary Fleetwood
(personal contact details deleted)
