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Dear Mr Irving

RE: Seeking a Balance

Like most South Australians I don’t possess an in-depth knowledge of the relevant regulation
pertaining to the Northern Flinders Ranges mining debacle to argue as to where these

- regulations may fall short. What is clear that any regulations or laws that permit someone to
come onto another person’s property for the purpose of exploration or mining is
fundamentally flawed.

I must congratulate you, or the people responsible, for producing a very nice glossy brochure
titled “Seeking a Balance”. It is enough to make any potential tourist to want to visit the
region. But with modern computer software and some expertise as a graphic designer this is
not difficult to achieve. The advantage of these types of documents is that they are able to
hide the real issues and be used to pull the wool over the eyes of the less well informed.
Terminology like, for example, “low impact exploration” and “minimal disturbance of flora
and fauna”, makes any reader wonder how this could ever be controlled. Previous unlawful
contamination by a mining company attests to the lack of site control or supervision.

The fact that the brochure is called “Seeking a Balance ”, indicates that the intentions are that
mining will go ahead regardless. And that in itself is almost criminal. Anyone who has spent
time in the Arkaroola region, and who doesn’t have a financial interest in the mining
company, would be appalled to think that there is any likelihood that the area could be mined.
The various unique features of the region have been well documented, even in the “Seeking a’
Balance” brochure under the heading of “The values of the Northern Flinders Ranges”. But
in reality this is only a ‘feel-good’ smoke screen for the real intentions of the government.

No doubt politicians, and others with a vested interest, will point out that the royalties are
good for the SA economy. I doubt if anyone other than the company and its share holders will
see any benefits. If T could see a reduction in water or electricity costs or an improvement in
roads, I could almost be convinced that there are perhaps some benefits.

Any perceived benefits of allowing mining exploration to take place in the Northern Flinders
area and specifically the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary will be totally negated by the
environmental degradation that will be caused by individuals who only see dollar signs.

On page 3 under “protecting the values of the Northern Flinders Ranges it states:

“Given the unique values of the region, the South Australian Government recognises the
need to further refine the existing management and regulatory framework for ongoing
resource activities. In doing this, the key environmental values of the region will be
protected, and there will also be greater certainty for exploration and mining companies,
landowners, traditional owners and the community”
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What is meant by refining? And what are the ‘key’ environmental values? Refining should be
‘tightening’ to prevent total access by mining companies. And the whole area should have
an unquestionable environmental value — not just a few areas that are identified (on what
ever criteria) as having a key value. :

Recently, in relation to Yellowstone National Park in the USA, it was said that if commercial

interests had been the over-riding influence, there would be no Yellowstone today. The
same could be said for the future of the Arkaroola region if mining was to take place.

One could write many pages on this subject but it has all been said before. It seems to be
too easy to sweep issues like fauna, flora and water under the carpet. However, once lost
these cannot be regained. ;

The Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and surrounding area are unique to South Australia, if
not Australia. As far as the decision to mine is concerned it should simply be a matter of
“hands off”. But being a realist, I’'m afraid that this will probably be another case where a
few with blinkers on and heads in the sand or on the receiving end of the short term profits,
will triumph (?) over the masses.

Promote tourism, NOT mining!

Yours sincerely

{e-Tom and Maureen Olthoff





