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Jason Irving

Manager Policy and Planning
Department for Environment and Heritage
GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE, SA 5001

Dear Jason
re: Seeking a Balance

In the preparation of the final policy documentation for Seeking a Balance, | would
like the following points taken into account:

1.
Under the section Access Zone 2a, it states that ‘mining may occur in the Zone if
access from outside the Zone to resources underneath’.
My concern is that any mining in sensitive areas, say on Arkaroola, can only occur if
water is available. Since water is an extremely scarce resource in the area, | would
like to see reference to a condition that, before mining can occur, details are required
as to how and where from the water for such a mining operation will be obtained.

_ 2,
There are two locations in the north-eastern corner of the North Flinders Ranges that
have not be demarcated as being of any particular value.

The first of these is the unnamed gorge that runs across the northernmost tip of the
Arkaroola lease [MR 375686 on the attached section of the 1:250,000 Callabonna
OS Sheet]. This is the biggest gorge in the whole of the Northern Flinders, and is a
nesting site for peregrine falcons. | believe its ‘uniqueness, size, and pristine
condition warrants special consideration with regard to its protection and should, at
the very least, be classed as Access Zone 2a.

Secondly, just south of Parabarana Hill there is a line of springs in the creekbed that
is the only significant source of permanent water in the north-east corner of the North
Flinders Ranges. In the 1980’s Marathon Oil dammed the flow and used it as their
only available source of water for their drilling operations throughout the area, which
gives some idea of the quantity and quality of the water. In fact, ‘Parabarana’ is a
bastardisation of the Aboriginal name ‘Vara Varana’ meaning literally ‘the place of
water’, a reference to the water source | have described. Thus these springs have
important Aboriginal connotations as well as being a definitive source of water for
local fauna. [The location is approximately on the bottom edge of the 1:250,000
Callabonna OS Sheet, MR 376680]

-Once again, | believe this location should be classed at least Access Zone 2a.

Yours sincereli ‘

Dr Peter Hornsby
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