

From: john vink [mailto: (personal contact details deleted)] 
Sent: Tuesday, 26 January 2010 6:51 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Submission against proposal for mining of the Northern Flinders Ranges including Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary
Importance: High
Dear Mr Irving,

We would like to strongly voice our deep concern and strong objection to the report, “Seeking a Balance”, which, under its proposed zoning system of the Northern Flinders Ranges including the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary, would allow Marathon Explorations or any other mining company for that matter, to mine for uranium and other minerals in these areas. It does not take into consideration the irreparable damage that mining will cause, if allowed to go ahead in these mountainous areas.

Briefly, my husband and I live and work in Brisbane and, at times, we have travelled to a number of different locations within Australia over the years. We have been very fortunate to be able to visit and camp at Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and the Northern Flinders Ranges, which we found to be very special indeed.  Without an exaggeration, we found the scenery to be unique and awe-inspiring. Some species of flora and fauna are also unique and endemic to these locations.  Many people, including Marg and Doug Sprigg at Arkaroola, genuinely care about and promote the long-term conservation and preservation of Arkaroola and the Northern Flinders Ranges so that future generations may enjoy these magnificent areas of Australia.   They tirelessly work for the ongoing benefit of South Australia and Australia, as a whole, in promoting such an ecological and geological significant part of our country for all to enjoy and value.

We have actually seen the environmental damage that Marathon Explorations created when exploring for uranium and the burial of in excess of 40 tonnes of low level radioactive waste at Mt Gee and similar amounts at Yudnamutana Gorge a few kilometres away.  Mt Gee is a  “crystal mountain”  and is geologically unique. It is a significant habitat of the vulnerable and beautiful Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby and should not be mined at any costs. To say that we were horrified that this mining would be deemed to be acceptable and responsible practice would be an understatement.  It does not augur well for the future for Arkaroola.

When we read the report, “Seeking a Balance”, we were disturbed at the irregularity and ad hoc nature of the zoning proposals outlined within this report and it is these proposed zonings which put Arkaroola and the surrounding environment at great risk of suffering great degradation through inappropriate mining activities.

We would like to see the legislation around the existing Environmental Class A Zoning strengthened to properly protect Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary’s central core of ecologically and geologically environmental significance. 

There are many areas within the report which have not been adequately addressed, if at all, including Geoscience Values, Landscape Values, Biodiversity and Tourism Values, and one asks the question of whether or not the report is a credible and serious document, which understands the long-term and far-reaching implications of mining in this unique environment.  The report does not appear to have addressed any of the Cultural Heritage of the Adnyamathanha People in any detail whatsoever, and takes into no real account of many sites on Arkaroola.  When we stayed at Arkaroola, it was evident that Arkaroola valued the local indigenous heritage and had established programs with which to educate the public on this part of our country’s heritage.

We are seriously concerned about water resources which are needed for mining.  Marathon Enterprises P/L  have earlier indicated that over the proposed 13 year life of their uranium mining operations, up to 5.5 million litres per day would be required!  Where would this water come from? From aquifers on Arkaroola? From the nearby Great Artesian Basin?  The science behind the extraction from and replenishment of water to the aquifers and the Great Artesian Basin is not fully understood. Studies of these water sources have shown that they have been accumulated over millions of years and to use such huge amounts of water in mining activities is both irresponsible and environmental vandalism.  One also must factor in the implications of climate change in relation to water conservation and usage. 

When we stayed at Arkaroola we were fully aware of our need to conserve water, which was supported by requests from the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary to all visitors.

During the drought, the wildlife endemic to Arkaroola were under great stress and were restricted to finding water at a small number of permanent and semi-permanent water holes in the area.  What will happen to these underground water sources and these water holes if they are drawn upon by mining activities?  There are more Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby concentrated along the Arkaroola Creek than anywhere else in the Flinders. There are no bio-corridors linking these colonies in the central region around Mt Painter/East Painter Gorge or those of the more northerly Mawson Plateau.  

As there are extensive uranium mines at both Beverly and Olympic Dam, we strongly believe that that it would be logical and responsible to exclude mining activities from the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and the surrounding mountainous landscape and conserve this area of Australia as a Wilderness area.  The long-term damage that mining would cause to this area cannot be over-estimated.  

We cannot stress enough the sheer joy and peace that we felt when visiting the magnificent natural sites and observing the local fauna and flora within the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.  This is a wonderful part of Australia and her heritage and we respectfully ask that it be kept from mining so that future generations can enjoy its natural beauty.

Sincerely

John and Donna Vink

(personal contact details deleted)
