January 15, 2009
To whom it may concern,
RE: Arkaroola Uranium Mining

I write with reference to the proposed uranium mining within the bounds of Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

I am extremely concerned that, should mining proceed, the real and perceived environmental impact will ultimately result in an irreversible damage to Arkaroola, and indeed the entire Flinders Ranges. 

I enjoy bushwalking, camping and nature and I have visited the area around Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary on a number of occasions. I am disturbed that this area would fall under Access Zone 3: for Standard exploration and mining access.
Arkaroola is an area of environmental significance. This is evidenced by the large numbers of tourists who visit this region annually, the presence of endangered species (such as the Yellow footed rock wallaby), and the focus by environmental scientists on this area as a site worthy of investigation for unique ecological phenomena.
True, mining this area will result in short term, financial returns for South Australia. This mining will however, result in irreversible damage to the ecosystem in this area. I believe that the losses that will be incurred by mining in Arkaroola offset any short term gains. I also believe that we should respect the future populations that will visit this area, and not preclude our children and their children’s ability to visit such a spectacular site.
I have personally inspected the proposed zoning for mining the areas around Arkaroola. When the proposed mining zones are mapped onto the areas on environmental significance and biodiversity, it becomes obvious that there are mere ‘token’ pockets of land which are designated as ‘no mining’. Most of the area which has been assessed as being of high landscape quality is designated as suitable for mining. Indeed, from my inspection it appears that 90% of Arkaroola has been given the green light for mining exploration and activity of some description. This is simply unacceptable.

Preserving the natural environment does not just entail picking and choosing small areas of land where there are lots of animals. Our environment operates as an ecosystem, not simply a stand alone, isolated patch of natural phenomenon.

If passed, this proposed mining represents another step in the progressive pairing away of areas of natural significance. It also shows a continuation of Australias’ lack of respect for a land that we have removed from the control of the traditional owners. These areas must be respected in and of itself as an important natural treasure. 
I implore you and to reconsider adoption of the management zones, as outlined in the Seeking a Balance document.
Yours sincerely,

Rachel Katterl
