Attention Please:
Mr Jason Irving
Manager Policy & Planning                                     (personal contact details 

deleted)
Dept Environment & Heritage                                 
GPO Box 1047                                                       
Adelaide SA 5001                                                 
Dr Ted Tyne

Director, Mineral Resources

Primary Industries & Resources SA

GPO Box 1671

Adelaide SA 5001.

Dear Gentlemen 

Herein, my comments (submission) concern any thoughts of future mining and/or exploration for potential mining in the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary.

With respect, none of your respective departments, the state Minister for Primary Industries & Resources, the Minister for the state Department of Environment & Heritage nor the Federal Minister for the Environment, Senator, the Hon. Peter Garrett AM MP should provide the right to promote or allow any of the above activities within the bounds of this significant property.

This valuable site is sacrosanct to all now and in future in terms of global uniqueness of geological character and beauty where its heartland is the magnificent terrain of Arkaroola.

Please do what is right - not what is expedient and conducive to advantage or interest, all within a planned lifespan, with ruination its ultimate outcome.
This is a unique geological wonderland unsurpassed anywhere on earth. It is an icon that should remain so. It is also the field observatory for future geologists and conservationists from around the world. For countless reasons, it has immense value to the state and to the people of Australia. 
Its founder, Dr Reg Sprigg saw this as did his peers including Sir Douglas Mawson and Sir Mark Oliphant, to name a few.

No less, internationally this wilderness area rates among the best, while Australian and South Australian visitors share the belief that the diversity and historic temperament and wonderful hues of the region are without equal.
Arkaroola is a unique conservation park as result of the hard work of a geologist, the late Dr Reg Sprigg, AO and his family members.  He received world recognition for securing this site and for his extensive exploratory work in the Flinders Ranges and the north-eastern gas fields of Moomba. 
To not preserve Arkaroola today would be a travesty to the treatment of serious work by a South Australian who pioneered much of what we are able to enjoy and to the prosperity of the state today.

His contribution of mineral exploration to the prosperity of South Australia must also be preserved through his Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary. It must remain a memorial to the wisdom and tenacity of this man who gave so much to the benefit of others across the world where only conservation and preservation would ensure the longevity of what is irreplaceable in this region.

Do we need to remind how it wasn’t so many years ago when a proposal to reopen a nearby historic mine found in nearby Weetootla Gorge was refused? The risks there were associated with the Purple Spotted Gudgeon, a unique fish species only found in this area and the yellow foot wallaby populations together with the beauty of the area were enough for the residents of this country and state to offer resounding no.
No less important is Arkaroola and its bounds where water courses connected to the Paralana Hot Springs to the east and anabranches connecting into the Lake Frome system are home to several fish species including hardyhead and gudgeon with numerous amphibians reminding us that these habitats are basically clean. Water runoff from the heights of the Arkaroola plateau’s flow into the plains areas to the east. Any mining disturbance from the protected areas within Arkaroola, above the plains may well become the catalyst for the destruction those habitats below. Field work by the undersigned in this area two years ago confirmed the existence of healthy aquatic life in these systems. 
Surely, the continuing preservation of Arkaroola and its boundaries deserve the utmost careful consideration. The ‘do not disturb’ sign should be mandatory!
South Australia is uniquely blessed with its mineral wealth and most of what has been explored to-date has been found in many locations that have little physical comparison to that of the mountainous Arkaroola. The activity of mining seems less complicated in other areas and the expected remediation processes are far less expensive while the risk exposure in other areas is dramatically reduced. These attributes would not prevail in Arkaroola.
I therefore seek your every consideration with the above in helping many Australians and International visitors to Arkaroola see that this property is preserved as it was intended. We all have an obligation to protect this icon.
Sincerely

Ken Jury

Senior Journalist (Marine & Aquatic Ecology).
